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Message from  Pastor Karen  Asmus -Alsnauer  

Iôd like to teach the world to sing in perfect harmony. 

Iôd like to hold it in my arms and keep it company. 

Remember that Coca-Cola commercial?  Some of you will remember seeing it live on TV after 
twisting the rabbit-ear antenna around to get a good picture.  Others of you may have heard 
about it as part of television history:  the most successful commercial ever written. 

The author of the song was Bill Backer, who was the creative director for an ad firm that had 
the Coca-Cola account.  He was flying to London to meet with other members of his team 
when his flight was diverted to Ireland because of bad weather.  He was irritated and angry by 
the change. Everyone aboard was required to spend the night in Shannon and then wait for a 
flight the next morning.  The next morning, back at the airport, as he stewed about the delay, 
he noticed that people seemed happier.  Strangers, from many countries, all on their way to 
London, had been meeting one another, sharing a cup of coffee and several, a Coke.  It dawned 
on him that they were keeping each other company as they waited through the disruption of 
their plans.  He wrote on a scrap of paper, ñIôve got to teach the world to sing. Iôd like to buy 
the world a home and furnish it with loveò.    

I could be cynical about a multi-national corporation hijacking humanity to sell a product, and 
I am a little (if I may so confess).  But the commercial caught the imagination of the globe in 
1971, a time when it seemed to so many that the structures of the world were falling 
apart.  Assassinations, riots in cities, division around tables in families over the Vietnam War, 
Stanford beat Ohio State in the Rose Bowl.   The world was waiting for a new word. 

Not so unlike the time after the birth of Jesus.  It was a tumultuous time.  There were rumors of 
violent uprisings in Judea, the global economy in the Roman world was changing more and 
more toward wealthy investors in faraway places, impoverishing the vast majority.  Starvation 
was the norm.  The experience of the gospelôs readers was that the very world they lived in 
was unraveling. They felt out of control and afraid about what was coming next. 

Yet as we listen to the gospel of Luke during the season of Advent this year, he seems to tell us 
that if we squinch our eyes just right, or even open them as wide as they can go, weôll notice 
little signs of a new world beginning to emerge. 

ñThe voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 óPrepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.ô ò 

Before long, yes the snows will come, sundown will move earlier and earlier, with dawn a little 
farther off.  Weôll plan for yet another Christmas that we never imagined last year (or the year 
before that) when we tucked all the decorations away.  Yet with all this, weôll pull out the 
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crecheô and weôll put the baby Jesus in the manger.  Weôll set the angel just at the edge of the 
scene, presiding over a birth that no one noticed except a bunch of scruffy, foul-mouthed 
shepherds.  Weôll hear the stories and soak in the images and metaphors of pregnancy and 
birth, baptism and repentance, wandering and giving, hope that what appears to be intransigent 
and oppressive is really passing away, falling from the sky, leaving only the words, written on 
an ancient scrap of paper: 

To you is born this day in the city of David, a savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

Human life, a home, furnished with love; God holding all things; keeping us company. 

Blessed Advent.  Merry Christmas. 

Pastor Karen  

 

 

  

 

 

Ascensionôs  Joyous Family & Friends 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service 

With Holy Communion. 

Join Us for In-Pew Worship at 8:00 PM  

(Music begins at 7:30 PM) 
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Update: 
 

On Calling a New Pastor 
 

¢ƘŜ /ŀƭƭ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǜǳƭΣ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ 

ǘŀƪŜ ǝƳŜΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ .ƻō !ōǊŀƳǎΣ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΣ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ 

ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΩǎ 

ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΦ  

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 

ƻũŜǊ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƭ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ŜǾ 

/ƻƻƪ-CƛƴƭŜȅΣ ƻǳǊ /ƘŀƛǊΦ   

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΩ 

ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǎǳŎƘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ tŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ 9ŀŎƘ 

ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎƛƊ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǊƛŎƘƭȅ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ tŀǎǘƻǊ YŀǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǳǎ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 

ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ  

/ŀƭƭ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ .ŜǾ /ƻƻƪ-CƛƴƭŜȅΣ 5ŜōōƛŜ CǊŜŜŎŜΣ  
!ƭƭŀƴ IƛǎŎƻȄΣ hǎŎŀǊ YŀƳŀȊƛƳŀΣ 5ŀǾŜ YŜǊƴΣ tŀƳ YǊŀǘȊŜǊΣ  
5ƛŀƴŜ [ƻƻƳƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪ {ŜƛŦŀǊǘƘΦ 
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PRAYER GATHERING AT ASCENSIONõS SERENITY PARK  

Ý Ý Every Wednesday, Ascension invites you to in -person prayer time in the 

East Foyer starting at 11:00 AM.  Bring your mask.   

Ý  

Ý Come gather for the in -person Saturday prayer time at 4:00 PM.   We will 

meet in the East Foyer.   Masks are required.  

                            The Book Nerds, Ascensionôs book club, will resume gathering 

in     January of 2022, since December is so full of seasonal  

    merry-making!!  

Please mark your calendars for the 3rd Thursday, January 20th,,starting at 10:30 

AM.  In these chilly days, we now meet in the warmth of Ascensionôs Library!!   

Januaryôs Book is Blood of the Prodigal, by P. L. Gaus  

 

Sunday Gospel Readings 

December 5 ðLuke 1:68-79  

December 12ðLuke 3:7-18  

December 19ðLuke 1:39-45 [46-55]   

December 26ðLuke 2:41-52  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2021-12&eventDateId=0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-12-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-12-19/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-12-26/0#
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

11:00 AM Prayer 
Gathering in East 
Foyer 
7:00 PM - 8:30 
PM Handbells Prac-
tice-Sanctuary 
7:00 PM - 8:30 
PM Property Cmt.-
Office 

2 

7:00 PM - 
9:00 PM AA-
Acton Hall 

3 

AC-Couples Group-
Assembly Rm. 

4 

9:30 AM - 
11:30 AM 
MCO 
4:00 PM Pray-
er Gathering in 
East Foyer 
6:00 PM - 
8:00 PM 
OKWAHUMAN-
Acton Hall 

5 

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
10:00 a.m.ð10:00 a.m.ðIn-
person Advent Two and 
Healing Worship, Indoors-
Sanctuary WITH Facebook 
Live Worship~~ALC Face-
book Page 
 

1:30 PM - 5:00 PM Call 
Committee-Acton Hall 
 

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Sunday 
SLA-Adult Lounge 

6 

6:00 PM 
Scouts 
7:00 PM - 
8:30 PM SA-
Choir Rm 
7:00 PM - 
8:30 PM SLA-
CONF RM 

7 

2:00 PM - 
3:00 PM EXEC 
CMTE.-ZOOM0-
Conf. Rm. 
7:30 PM - 
9:00 PM Wor-
ship & Music 
Zoom 

8 

7:00 AM - 9:00 
AM MCO-Sanctuary 
11:00 AM Prayer 
Gathering in East 
Foyer 
7:00 PM Finance 
Cmmt.--
Conference Rm. 
7:00 PM - 8:30 
PM Handbells Prac-
tice-Sanctuary 

9 

9:30 AM - 
11:30 AM 
Crafty Hands-
AL 
7:00 PM - 
9:00 PM AA-
Acton Hall 

10 

3:00 PM - 12:00 
AM Boy Scout 
Christmas Camp 
OutðActon Hall/
Kitchen 
7:00 PM - 8:30 
PM AC Couples 
Group-Assembly 
Rm. 

11 

12:00 AM - 
10:00 PM Boy 
Scout Christ-
mas Camp Out
-Acton Hall/
Kitchen 
9:30 AM - 
11:30 AM 
MCO-Dress 
Rehearsal-
Sanctuary 
4:00 PM Pray-
er Gathering in 
East Foyer 

12 

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
10:00 a.m.ðIn-person Ad-
vent Three, Indoors-
Sanctuary WITH Facebook 
Live Worship~~ALC Face-
book Page 
 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Sunday 
SLA-Adult Lounge 

 
7:00 PM MCO Concert--
Sanctuary 

13 

6:00 PM 
Scouts 
7:00 PM - 
8:30 PM SA-
Choir Rm 
7:00 PM - 
8:30 PM SLA-
CONF RM 

14 

11:00 AM - 
12:30 PM ALC 
Staff Mtg.-
Adult Lounge 
(or Zoom) 
7:30 PM - 
8:30 PM 
Church Council 

15 

11:00 AM Prayer 
Gathering in East 
Foyer 
7:00 PM - 8:30 
PM Handbells Prac-
tice-Sanctuary 

16 

7:00 PM - 
9:00 PM  
AA-Acton Hall 

17 18 

9:30 AM - 
11:30 AM 
MCO 
4:00 PM Pray-
er Gathering in 
East Foyer 

19 

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
10:00 a.m.ðIn-person Ad-
vent Four and Healing Wor-
ship, Indoors-Sanctuary 
WITH Facebook Live Wor-
ship~~ALC Facebook Page 

 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Sunday 
SLA-Adult Lounge 

20 

6:00 PM 
Scouts 
7:00 PM - 
8:30 PM SA-
Choir Rm 
7:00 PM - 
8:30 PM SLA-
CONF RM 

21 

First Day of 
Winter 
2:00 PM - 
3:00 PM EXEC 
CMTE.-ZOOM0-
Conf. Rm. 
6:00 PM - 
9:00 PM Co-
lumbus Quilters
-Assembly Rm. 

22 

11:00 AM Prayer 
Gathering in East 
Foyer 
7:00 PM - 8:30 
PM Handbells Prac-
tice-Sanctuary 

23 

7:00 PM - 
9:00 PM AA-
Acton Hall 

24 

Christmas 

Eve 

8:00 PM - 9:30 
PM Christmas Eve 
Worship 

25 

Christmas 
Day 

Merry  
Christmas!! 
4:00 PM  
Prayer Gather-
ing in East 
Foyer 

26 

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
10:00 a.m.ðIn-person Wor-

ship, IndoorsðFacebook 
Live Worship ALC Facebook 
Page 
 

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Com-
passionate Friends-Assembly 
Room 
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Sunday 
SLA-Adult Lounge 

27 

6:00 PM 
Scouts 
7:00 PM - 
8:30 PM SA-
Choir Rm 
7:00 PM - 
8:30 PM SLA-
CONF RM 

28 29 

11:00 AM - 12:30 
PM ALC Staff Mtg.-
Adult Lounge (or 
Zoom) 
11:00 AM Prayer 
Gathering in East 
Foyer 
7:00 PM - 8:30 
PM Handbells Prac-
tice-Sanctuary 

30 

7:00 PM - 
9:00 PM AA-
Acton Hall 

31 1 

New Year's 
Day 
4:00 PM Pray-
er Gathering in 
East Foyer 

December 2021 
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CHRISTMAS CARD EXCHANGE IS A BIT 

DIFFERENT THIS YEAR. 

More than any time, now is the time for Christmas Cards to be 

sent out to each other through the postal service.  

Addresses can be found in your Church Directory.   

If you have a question regarding an address or two, please 

send an email inquiry to  

ascluth@gmail.com 

                  for an address clarification, and we will send you back the answer. 
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