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***UPCOMING CONCERTS***

December 7, 2025 @ 3:00 p.m.Columbus Chamber Singers Concert V
(venue change) Asension Lutheran Church

December 14, 2025 @ 7 p.m. Brass Band of Columbus
Ascension Lutheran Church
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

We are honored to welcome the following new

members into our congregation:

Mwel u Daniel and daughters: Keren TMweRd&tohr, Jr. and
Katriel Mwendo and K&ziah Mwendo. Mweluwu )
husband, Stephano, in absentia. Jane Jenkins



Pastor’s Message: Out of the Blue*
Dear friends in Christ,

Every once in a while, God breaks into our lives our of the blue. Sometimes it’s in the big,
breathtaking moments—the ones that take our words away and leave only awe. Other times, it’s in
the quiet, unassuming spaces: a gentle word at just the right time, the kindness of a stranger, or a
long-awaited peace that finally arrives after a season of worry.

This year’s Advent and Christmas theme, Out of the Blue, invites us to pay attention to those
moments of holy surprise. Scripture is full of them—Mary’s unexpected yes, Joseph’s dream that
changed everything, shepherds startled awake under a midnight sky, and magi who followed a star
without knowing exactly where it would lead. Each story reminds us that God’s work often unfolds
in ways that catch us off guard.

The people of God have always lived with expectation. We think we know how things will go—
how promises will be fulfilled, how prayers will be answered—but again and again, God chooses to
surprise us. Not with spectacle for its own sake, but with grace that transforms what we thought we
understood.

As we move from the waiting of Advent into the joy of Christmas, we are invited to open ourselves
to that same astonishment. Where might God’s love break into our world in unexpected ways? How
might light appear in the blue shadows of our days?

In a world that often feels predictable or weary, we can still be caught by wonder. The incarnation
itself—God choosing to come among us in the fragile form of a child—was the greatest ““out of the
blue” moment of all. It tells us that even when we least expect it, God is near, love is born again,
and hope still has the power to startle us into joy.

May this season find you open to surprise, eager for grace, and ready to see the light of Christ
breaking in—out of the blue.

With hope and gratitude,
Pastor Karen Q L
Wi o f

*Out of the Blue — Did you know...” =25 2 .
NS [ D >

“A bolt out of the blue.” tfj = lL'l =
Advent 2028

That’s how the phrase began in the 1800s —
describing a lightning strike from a clear, cloudless

sky. Something sudden, startling, and full of energy.

Over time, it simply became “out of the blue,”
meaning anything unexpected or surprising.

The Advent
season begins
Sunday,

How fitting for Advent and Christmas! God’s love

still breaks into our world out of the blue—sudden,
astonishing, and full of wonder—just as light once November 30"
pierced the stillness of Bethlehem’s night.




erian Solstice 2c

-Siberian Orchestra Tribute Since 2
rmers, Exciting Light Show, Video, Narra

Most Shows are 7:00 PM and Free-will Don

do not miss’”’ “/ would fove to see

14, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Stony Ridge, OH
L5, Paulding School, Paulding OH
6, St. John’s Community Church, Columbus Gr
.1, First UMC, Montpelier, OH
, St. Paul UCC, Oak Harbor, OH
23, Stryker High School, Stryker OH
, St. John’s UCC, Holgate, OH
Prince of Peace Church , lda, Ml
Neapolis Church of Christ, Neapolis, OH
St. John’s Christian Church, Archbold, OH
St. Caspar Catholic Church, Wauseon, OH
12, Zoar Lutheran Church, Perrysburg, OH
13, Grand Opera House Live, St. Marys, OH (TICKE
4, Huber Opera House, Hicksville, OH
, The Gathering Place, Defiance, OH
, Blue Skies Brewery, Onsted, Ml (TICKETS)
21, St Paul Lutheran Church, Toledo, OH (4:00 PM

TICKETS (if required), ADDRESSES & DIRECTIONS:

siberiansolstice.com/showdates.htm



LUTHERAN SOCI AL SERVICES 12 DAYS OF CHR

DDA YS

Choose one day, or all twelve, to support
residents in shelter this holiday season!

MEN’S COATS
(SIZES $=-3%L, NEW 680DY WASH
OR GENTLY VSED) (GENDER~-NEVUTRAL)

MEN'S
SWEATSHIRTS LOTION
(S1ZES m-3¥%L) (GENDER-NEVUTRAL)

ADULT ATHLETIC

PANTS 8AB8Y BOTTLES &
(SIZES $=-3XL) SIPPY CUPS

MEN'S UNPERWEAR
(SIZES $S-3XL) BABY WIPES AND
PIAPER CREAM

)

8ATH TOWELS An> IV -4
WASHCLOTHS =
»
6 MEN’'S DEODORANT HOUSEHOLD 512ED
CLEANING
SUPPLIES

Please drop off donations at 217 N. Grant Ave. (at the McKee Alley door) by
Friday, Dec.19. We are open from 11AM - 3 PM on Fridays or by appointment.
We will be closed from Dec. 20 through Jan. 8. All items must be new or
unused unless otherwise noted. Thank you!

ADULT FLEECE

AND INSULATED
GLOVES

PLEASE DROP OFF I N EAST LOBBYIRRYBOXOFMAERREBTMA
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TRUNK OR TREAT




RETIREMENT OF DON PERRY, HANDYMAN AND
STEVEN BORING, TREASURER
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https://coaaa.org/
https://coaaa.org/cms/images/docs/guides/Senior_Centers_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://clcohio.org/member-libraries/
https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/columbusrecparks/activity/search?onlineSiteId=0&locale=en-US&activity_select_param=2&activity_other_category_ids=5&viewMode=list
https://www.ymca.org/what-we-do/healthy-living/fitness/older-adults
https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurch
http://www.ascension-columbus.org/
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Pastor Karen AsmusAlsnauer

E-mail: pastorkarenALC@gmail.com

Ascension Church Office Open
Monday through Thursday, 9 am-3 pm

Brenda Noe, Church Assistant

E-mail: bnoe@ascensioncolumbus.org
Phone:(614) 26227389 Fax: (614) 2624255

Sunday Worship Service

10:00 AM 3 Sanctuary Worship
1479 Morse Road
Columbus, Ohio 43229

Website: www.ascensioncolumbus.org

2025 Church Council Officers
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