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ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1479 Morse Road  +  Columbus, OH 43229 

 

“Our mission is to welcome all people in learning, living, and sharing God’s grace.



 
A few notes about worship: 

o Ascension strives to be a welcoming and safe place for all.  Masks are optional: 
anyone may choose to wear a mask for any reason.  Masks may be found on the 
back table in the sanctuary.   

o Unchanged is our commitment to an excellent virtual worship experience. If you 
are unable to join in the sanctuary, worship services are streamed live on Facebook. 
Instructions on how to participate or view later on-line (with or without a Facebook 
account) are on our website.   

o There are now three different options for receiving Holy Communion.  You may 
come forward and receive communion at the front in a continuous fashion 
(instructions will be given).  Or, you may pick up communion elements on the back 
table as you arrive to commune yourself in the pew at the appropriate time. Or, 
you may remain in your pew, and communion will be brought to you (please 
inform the usher).      
PLEASE NOTE: 
Gluten-free wafers are available.  Indicate to Pastor this preference as you come 
forward. 
Juice is available:  The white cups on the tray are apple juice; the red cups are wine.  
Please select your own cup from the tray. 

o We are glad to have children in worship. We also know that children sometimes 
need to move and express themselves in ways that the pews don’t accommodate. 
There is a family break room; and you are free to use it as needed. It is located in 
the back of the sanctuary.   

 

ELW –  indicates Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal – in the pew.   
ACS –   indicates All Creation Sings 
W&P – indicates Worship & Praise  
WOV – indicates With One Voice – in the pew 
 

Bold print indicates Congregation.  
Please rise as you are able at the titles marked with a plus sign - +.   
At places where the cross  ☩ appears, it is customary to make the sign of the cross in 
remembrance of your baptism. 
 

Worship Notes:  God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It 
is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the 
earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the 
Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 
Ascension Lutheran Church 

 

1479 Morse Rd., Columbus, OH 43229  
Phone: (614) 262-7389  Email: bnoe@ascension-columbus.org  

www.ascension-columbus.org 
Please like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurch 



XGathering X
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Prelude  Kum Ba Yah ~African Spiritual/arr. Lani Smith 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 



+Gathering Song            “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”            ELW 533 

 



+Greeting  
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, ☩ and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 C: And also with you.   
 
+Kyrie:       Kyrie Eleison     ELW page 184

 



+Prayer of the Day  
P:      Let us pray.   

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and 
hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen.  (Please be seated.)      

X Word X 
 

God speaks to us in scripture, story, and song.  
 

First Lesson      The growth of the word to accomplish God’s purpose Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

A:     A reading from Isaiah. 
 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12 For you shall go out in joy 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

A: The word of the Lord.     
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalmody       Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11)     Psalm 65: 9-13 
 9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of 
     God is full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
 10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 11 You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves  
     with grain;  let them shout for joy and sing.  
 



Special Music    Be Strong in the Lord       ~Tom Fettke 
 Cindy Hiscox, Soprano Soloist 
 

Second Reading   Live according to the Spirit   Romans 8:1-11 
 

A:     A reading from Romans.   
 

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so 
that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds 
on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on 
the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if 
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 
his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

A: The word of the Lord.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
+Gospel Acclamation:      Alleluia               ELW page 188 

 



+Holy Gospel  The parable of the sower and the seed         Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 
on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 
out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate 
them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, 
hear!” 
 
  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown 
in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet 
such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution 
arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good 
soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
 

P:   The Gospel of our Lord.   
C:    Praise to you, O Christ.     Please be seated.    
 
 
Sermon    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



+Hymn of the Day          “As Rain from the Clouds”           ELW 508 

 



+Apostle’s Creed  
 

A: With the whole Church, we confess our faith:  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
     I believe in Jesus Christ,  

God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
+Prayers of Intercession 
 

A: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to 
cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our 

actions disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation 
rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. 

Set our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm 
throughout the world. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, 

for all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who 
have exhausted their resources, and for local concerns (especially…). God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 



A: God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer 
season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors 
find refreshment among us. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. 
We remember those saints who have gone before us in faith.  God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
A: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all 

our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

+Sharing of Christ’s Peace 
A: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Please share with one another Christ’s peace, and then be seated when music begins. 
 

 
Offering 

An offering will be taken up today and the ushers will come to you; or you may go to 
 www.ascensioncolumbus.org to give electronically. We give thanks to you for your generosity of spirit. 

 
 
 

Offertory Music       Romanza       ~Gilbert M. Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please rise for the presentation of the gifts.   
 
+Presentation of the Gifts             “All Who Are Thirsty”   ACS 981 

 
    
 
+Offering Prayer 
A: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

  



X Meal X 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.            

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

+Dialog 
P:    The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

+Proper Preface  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

+Holy, Holy, Holy           ELW page 190 

 



+Thanksgiving at the Table  
 

Blessed are you, Holy God, creator of the universe.  
You filled the world with wonders:  

rivers and rain to water the land,  
plants and trees for beauty and food,  
a choir of creatures to sing your praise.  
 

You created us for community 
and planted us in your garden 
to tend the earth and be at home.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Holy God, holy and blessed, 
send upon this meal and all who share it  
the gift of your Holy Spirit.  
 

As grains of wheat once scattered on the hills became one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth. 
To the honor and glory of your holy name, now and forever. Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+Lord’s Prayer  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:    
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

+Invitation to Communion  
Heaven has come near. 

Come, share in the feast! 
Thanks be to God.   

 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup   
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. Please see 
the “Worship Notes” at the front of the bulletin regarding the options to receive communion, plus the 
options (gluten-free, apple juice…) for communion elements.   
 

“Lamb of God”               ELW page 191 

 

 



Communion Music    “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”          ELW 512 
 

 
 

Organ   Summer Idyl               ~Edvard Grieg/arr. Benton Price 
    As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465) ~Marty Haugen 
 
Blessing at the Table 
P:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.   
C:  Amen.   
 
Prayer after Communion  
A:  Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



X Sending X 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Ministry Announcements 
 

+Benediction  
P:  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

C: Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     



+Sending Song   “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”   ELW 547 

 



+Dismissal  
A:  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Postlude  We Plow the Fields and Scatter                ~Luis Olivieri/arr. J. Wayne Kerr  
 
 
 

+++ 
 
 
Serving in Worship____________________________________________________ 
 

Presider and Preacher: Pastor Karen Asmus-Alsnauer 
Assisting Minister: Dave Kern 
Organist and Chancel Choir Director: Dr. Ed Duling  
CWS Band: Tom Martin (Director and bass), Ed Hinton (drums), Von Smith (guitar), 
Chris Young (piano).   
Ascending Tones Bell Choir: Jan Dahlstrom, Director  
Altar Guild: Jan Dahlstrom, Brenda Noe, Peggy Dlusky, Pam Kratzer 
Ushers: Alan Dahlstrom, Mike Fitak  
Tech Crew:  Oscar Kamazima, Joel Kratzer, Dave Holtzapple 
Librarian: Martha Gostely  
Hospitality:  Allan and Cindy Hiscox, Robin Kern, Joyce Heft, Karen Lashley, Sandra 
Stohr, and Myron Miller. 
 

+++ 
 

Music Notes:  Much of today’s music aims to pair with our scripture readings, 
although the prelude and offering music are simply “old favorites” of mine. Cindy’s solo 
also reinforces several points of today’s scripture—about nature itself—and the 
encouraging nature of God’s Word in our lives. The music at communion—sung and 
played—are again simple reminders of God’s work in our natural world and human 
lives. In the postlude, we hear the SAN FERNANDO tune (ELW 680) rather than the 
German tune, WIR PFLÜGEN (ELW 681) that most of us grew up singing for this 
text.  Dr. Ed 
 
 
 
 
 

+++ 
 
  



Upcoming Commemorations_________________________________________________ 
 
Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 
Sunday, July 12, 2026 
A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First World 
War, Söderblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship principles, 
and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 
 
Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566 
Friday, July 17, 2026 
A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the 
military. Upon arriving in the West, Las Casas was granted a large estate with 
Indigenous enslaved people whom he freed after he was ordained a priest. He worked in 
the Caribbean and Central America to improve the lives of the native peoples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS006215. 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 

permission. 
One License #740756. CCLI License #237-2446.  Print and live-streaming.   
 
“Open Now thy Gates of Beauty.” Text and music copyright holder: PUBLIC DOMAIN. 
“As Rain from the Clouds.” Copyright notice: text copyright 1983, 1998 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Arr. copyright 2003 Augsburg Fortress. 
Text copyright holder: GIA Publications, Inc. OneLicense #740756, GIA. Tune copyright holder: PUBLIC DOMAIN. 
Arrangement copyright holder: Augsburg Fortress. OneLicense #740756, Augsburg Fortress. 
“All Who Are Thirsty.” Copyright notice: text and music copyright 2014 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Text and music copyright holder: Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP). OneLicense #740756, CCLI 
License #237-2446. 
“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil.” Copyright notice: text and music copyright 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing 
Church, Inc.  Text and music copyright holder: Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church Forum, Inc. OneLicense 
#740756, CCLI License #237-2446. 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessings.” Copyright notice: text copyright 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Road, Suite 
400, Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. www.wlpmusic.com. All rights reserved.  Text copyright holder: World Library 
Publications, a division of GIA Publications, Inc. OneLicense #740756. Tune copyright holder: PUBLIC DOMAIN.  
Arrangement copyright holder: Augsburg Fortress. OneLicense #740756, Augsburg Fortress. 
 

 


