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“Our mission is to welcome all people in learning, living, and sharing God’s grace.”



A few notes about worship:

o Ascension strives to be a welcoming and safe place for all. Masks are optional: anyone
may choose to wear a mask for any reason. Masks may be found on the back table in
the sanctuary.

o Unchanged is our commitment to an excellent virtual worship experience. If you are
unable to join in the sanctuary, worship services are streamed live on Facebook.
Instructions on how to participate or view later on-line (with or without a Facebook
account) are on our website.

o There are now three different options for receiving Holy Communion. You may
come forward and receive communion at the front in a continuous fashion (instructions
will be given). Or, you may pick up communion elements on the back table as you
arrive to commune yourself in the pew at the appropriate time. Or, you may remain in
your pew, and communion will be brought to you (please inform the usher).

PLEASE NOTE:

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please indicate this preference to the pastor as you
come forward.

Juice is available: The white cups on the tray are apple juice; the red cups are wine.
Please select your own cup from the tray.

o We are glad to have children in worship. We also know that children sometimes need
to move and express themselves in ways that the pews don’t accommodate. There is a
family break room; and you are free to use it as needed. It is located in the back of the
sanctuary.

ELW - indicates Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal - in the pew.
ACS - indicates All Creation Sings

W&P - indicates Worship & Praise

WOV - indicates With One Voice - in the pew

Bold print indicates Congregation.

Please rise as you are able at the titles marked with a plus sign - +.

At places where the cross * appears, it is customary to make the sign of the cross in
remembrance of your baptism.

Worship Notes: The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering
yet finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’
words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them.
Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly
and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer
ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.
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¥ Gathering =
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Preservice Music
Welcome
+Confession and Forgiveness

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
C:  Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
C:  we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me,
All you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.

C:  Amen.
+Gathering Songs
“Lord, | Lift Your Name on High” W&P 90
Verse Chorus
Lord I lift Your name on high You came from heaven to earth
Lord I'love to sing Your praises To show the way
I'm so glad You're in my life From the earth to the cross
I'm so glad You came to save us My debt to pay
From the cross to the grave
From the grave to the sky

Lord I lift Your name on high



“l Was Glad” W&P 68
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+Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, # and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  And also with you.

+Prayer of the Day

P: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake
of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and

give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen. Please be seated.



= Word =

God speaks to us in scripture, story, and song.

First Lesson God fortifies the prophet against opposition

A:

A:
C:

A reading from Isaiah.

150 Lord, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
16 Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name,
O Lord, God of hosts.
171 did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
18 Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.
Y Therefore thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
20 And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.
21T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Jeremiah 15:15-21



Second Lesson Live in harmony Romans 12:9-21
A:  Areading from Romans.

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; °love one another
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ' Do not lag in zeal; be
ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 1?Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in
prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 1> Rejoice with those
who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 1°Live in harmony with one another; do not
be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do
not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If
it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 1 Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 2 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if
they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning
coals on their heads.” 2! Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

+Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” p. 188
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+Holy Gospel The passion prediction and rebuke to Peter Matthew 16:21-28

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter.
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.

2l From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be
raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.” 2 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 2 For those who want to save their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 2 For what will it
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in
return for their life?

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then
he will repay everyone for what has been done. 22 Truly I tell you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”

P:  The Gospel of our Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated.

Sermon

+Hymn of the Day “Step by Step” W&P132
Chorus

O God You are my God O God You are my God

And I will ever praise You And I will ever praise You

O God You are my God O God You are my God

And I will ever praise You And I will ever praise You

I will seek You in the morning I will seek You in the morning

And I will learn to walk in Your ways And I will learn to walk in Your ways
And step by step You'll lead me And step by step You'll lead me
And I will follow You all of my days And I will follow You all of my days

And I will follow you all of my days,
and I will follow you all of my days,
and step by step you'll lead me,

and I will follow you all of my days



+Prayers of Intercession

A:

A:

C:

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love
of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and
follow you in faith. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may
thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other
disasters (especially...). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one
another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all
who work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe
access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear
wounds in body, mind, and spirit (especially...). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith
and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings
toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide
the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

+Sharing of Christ’s Peace

A:
C:

The peace of the risen Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share with one another Christ’s peace, and then be seated when the music begins.



Offering

An offering will be taken up today and the ushers will come to you; or you may go to
www.ascensioncolumbus.org. to give electronically. We give thanks to you for your generosity of spirit.

Offering Music “Give Thanks” WE&P 41
0 l
- l ﬁ JI | A .7 ‘I | }
5 et S22 a1
o _o
Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, give  thanks to the Ho-ly One,
0
',f“(\i? { _j Jr; N ii = = ﬁ
D R —— =l
give thanks be-cause he’s giv-en Je - sus  Christ, his  Son.
9 — T T
& . EEFES = =~
Y, o o G
o o
Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, give thanks to the Ho - ly One,
0
A — — :
AV —- e — N—e- ¢ \
o) —_—
give thanks be - cause he’s giv-en Je - sus  Christ, his  Son.
Are . B 2 =k
G — ¢ ¢ £ 3 J o
[y
And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am
0 .
- oo : ) e
& D ¢ L A
rich,” be - cause of what the Lord has done for us. And
0N
A+ - i 1 4 I —]
&’ e A —
[y
now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am
Last time
0
s s N i e
\;3} /o N | O
rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!




Offering Prayer
A: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
C:  Amen.

* Meal =
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving at the Table

P:  God be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Blessed are you, Holy God, creator of the universe.
You filled the world with wonders:
rivers and rain to water the land,
plants and trees for beauty and food,
a choir of creatures to sing your praise.

You created us for community
and planted us in your garden
to tend the earth and be at home.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying;:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, holy and blessed,
send upon this meal and all who share it
the gift of your Holy Spirit.

As grains of wheat once scattered on the hills became one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth.
To the honor and glory of your holy name, now and forever. Amen.



+Lord’s Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

+Invitation to Communion
P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

C: Thanks be to God.

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. Please see
the “Worship Notes” at the front of the bulletin regarding the options to receive communion, plus the
options (gluten-free, apple juice...) for communion elements.

Communion Music “Seed, Scattered and Sown” W&P 121

Refrain Verse 2

Seed scattered and sown The seed which falls on rock

Wheat gathered and grown Will wither and will die

Bread broken and shared as one The seed within good ground

The Living Bread of God Will flower and have life

Vine fruit of the land Refrain

Wine work of our hands

One cup that is shared by all Verse 3

The Living Cup As wheat upon the hills

The Living Bread of God Was gathered and was grown
So may the church of God

Verse 1 Be gathered into one

Is not the bread we break Refrain

A sharing in our Lord
Is not the cup we bless
The Blood of Christ outpoured Refrain



Blessing at the Table
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C:  Amen.

Prayer after Communion

A:  Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

C: Amen.

% Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Ministry Announcements

+Benediction

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
*+ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

C: Amen.
+Sending Song “’'m So Glad” ELW 860
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+Dismissal

A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Post-Service Music

+++

Serving in Worship
Presider and Preacher: Pastor Karen Asmus-Alsnauer

Assisting Minister: James Vaughn

Communion Assistant: Curt Skarloken

Organist and Chancel Choir Director: Dr. Ed Duling

CWS Band: Tom Martin (Director and bass), Ed Hinton (drums), Von Smith (guitar),
Chris Young (piano).

Ascending Tones Bell Choir: Jan Dahlstrom, Director

Altar Guild: Jan Dahlstrom, Brenda Noe, Peggy Dlusky, Pam Kratzer

Ushers: Alan Dahlstrom, Mike Fitak

Tech Crew: Joel Kratzer, Dave Holtzapple

Hospitality: Allan and Cindy Hiscox, Robin Kern, Joyce Heft, Karen Lashley, Sara Smith,
Sandra Stohr, and Myron Miller.

+++



Upcoming Commemorations

Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, bishop, renewer of the church, died 1872
Wednesday, September 2, 2026

Grundtvig was, with Seren Kierkegaard, one of the two great Danish theologians of the
nineteenth century. As a pastor, he battled the prevalent idea that Christianity was more
a philosophy than divine revelation. He wrote over a thousand hymns.
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