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A few notes about worship: 

Ascension strives to be a welcoming and safe place for all. Here are the COVID-19 protocols 
in place:  

o The Church Council meets monthly, and if transmission rate remains low, we will 
continue to lift our Covid protocols.   

o The transmission risk for our area HAS RAISED TO “HIGH” AS OF JULY 17th (on a 
scale of low-medium-high). You can find the current level at: 

https://covidactnow.org/us/metro/columbus_oh/?s=26541558 
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/current-trends 

o Masks are STRONGLY RECOMMENDED for worship and other group activities in 
the church.  People with symptoms, a positive test, or exposure to someone with 
COVID-19, following an immediate quarantine period, should wear a mask. If you are 
immunocompromised, learn more about how to protect yourself. 

o Disposable masks are available on the table as you enter the building or on the table at 
the rear of the sanctuary.   

o We will not be passing the offering plates; plates are available on the table as you arrive 
or leave the sanctuary.   

o Please pick up communion elements as you arrive.  Gluten-free wafers are available in 
a separate plastic bag.  You will be directed as to the appropriate time to receive.  
Empty cups should be placed in the trash receptacle as you leave.   
 

 
 

 

1479 Morse Rd., Columbus, OH 43229  
Phone: (614) 262-7389.  Email: ascluth@gmail.com 

www.ascension-columbus.org 
Please like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurch 

 
Bold print indicates Congregation.  
ELW –  indicates Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal – which is in your pew.   
ACS – indicates All Creation Sings 
W&P – indicates Worship & Praise  
WOV – indicates With One Voice  
Please rise as you are able at the titles marked with a plus sign - +.   
At places where the cross  ☩ appears, it is customary to make the sign of the cross in 
remembrance of your baptism.  



Introduction to Worship  
Our Persistent, Negotiating Prayer Life 
Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham 
intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is 
to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. 
“When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.” 

X Gathering X 
 

Following the call of God’s Spirit, the community of faith gathers to worship the risen Lord.   
 
 

Prelude    The Lord’s Prayer            by A. H. Malotte  
 
 

+Gathering Hymn     “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”   ELW 836 
 

 



+Greeting 
          P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, ☩ and the          

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
          C:      And also with you.   
 

 +Prayer of the Day  
 P:       Let us pray.   

 Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than 
we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or 
deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things 
that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come 
only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:     Amen.          Please be seated.       
     

Welcome  

X Word X 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached. 

 

First Lesson   Abraham bargains with God for the righteous of Sodom and Gomorrah  Genesis 18:20-32 
 A:     A reading from Genesis.  
20Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how 
very grave their sin! 21I must go down and see whether they have done altogether 
according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 
 22So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained 
standing before the LORD. 23Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed 
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within 
the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous 
who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the 
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty 
righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27Abraham 
answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and 
ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city 
for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29Again he 
spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I 
will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose 
thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, 
“Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let 
the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 
             A:  The word of the Lord. 
           C:  Thanks be to God. 



 

Special Music  The Prayer   by Bayer/Foster   Cindy Hiscox, soprano  
 
 
Second Lesson Buried with Christ in baptism, raised with him through faith     Colossians 2:6-15 
 

 A:  A reading from Colossians.      
  

   6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives 
in him, 7rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
 

 8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and 
not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and 
you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 11In 
him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of 
the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, 
you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from 
the dead. 13And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 
14erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, 
nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public 
example of them, triumphing over them in it. 
 

  A:  The Word of the Lord. 
          C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+Gospel Acclamation  

 



+Holy Gospel      Jesus teaches the disciples to pray   Luke 11:1-13 
 

 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.   
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples 
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2He said to them, 
“When you pray, say:  
 Father, hallowed be your name. 
  Your kingdom come. 
  3Give us each day our daily bread. 
  4And forgive us our sins, 
   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
  And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 
 5And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine 
has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7And he answers from within, ‘Do 
not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I 
cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and 
give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will 
get up and give him whatever he needs. 
 9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and 
the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there 
anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 
12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 

 P: The Gospel of our Lord.   
 C: Praise to you, O Christ.   
   
   Please be seated.             
 

Sermon    
 

 



+Hymn of the Day       “Ask the Complicated Questions”                ACS 1005 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



+Profession Of Faith 
 P:  With the whole Church, we confess our faith:  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

+Prayers of Intercession  
 

A:  Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 
prayer. 

A brief silence. 
A:  Rooted and built up in Christ, we pray for the church. Embolden church 

leaders to take risks for the sake of the gospel, and equip the baptized to 
proclaim your extravagant love for the whole world. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: Rejoicing in the works of your hands, we pray for the natural world. Make 

rivers and lakes, oceans and all waterways, sparkle with your radiance. Protect 
water sources, especially Olentangy and Scioto rivers and Alum Creek; and 
strengthen those who defend them. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: Interceding on behalf of the vulnerable, we pray for the peoples of the world. 

Inspire all rulers and governing authorities with your justice. Guide the work 
of legislators and public officials, that they advocate for the well-being of those 
they serve. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 



 A: Persistent in prayer, we pray for our neighbors in need. To all who have 
hunger, give daily bread. To all who have bread, give hunger for justice. Open 
us to the cries of those who suffer (especially). Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: Abounding in thanksgiving, we pray for this congregation. Bless the prayer 

and fellowship ministries in this place. Call us together in times of praise and 
blessing, trouble and sorrow, in your holy name. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: Buried with Christ in baptism and raised with him to new life, we give thanks 

for your saints who rest in your eternal presence. Join our voices with theirs as 
we sing of your great glory. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in 

your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
C: Amen.   
 

+Sharing of Christ’s Peace  

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

   Please share with one another Christ’s peace, and then be seated.   
 
 

Offering    
Please place your offering in one of the plates as you leave the sanctuary following worship; or go to 

www.ascension- columbus.org. 
 
Offertory        A Friend Indeed    by C. Converse/arr. T. Osman 
  
Offering Prayer 
 A: Let us pray. 
  God of abundance: 

you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 

C:  Amen.   
 



X Meal X 
We lift our hearts with praise and thanksgiving as the table is set, and we receive the bread and wine—the 

humble meal through which we are fed by the presence of  Jesus the Christ.   
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

+Dialog        congregation sings parts in bold 

 
 
 
 
+Proper Preface   

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 
 



+Holy, holy, holy         sing in unison  

 
 

+Thanksgiving at the Table  
 

P:  Holy, living, and loving God: 
  you we praise and glorify; you we worship and adore.   

You formed the earth from chaos;  
you circled the globe with air;  
you created fire for warmth and light.   

You molded us in your image,  
and with mercy higher than the mountains,  
with grace deeper than the seas,  
you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own.   
That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit,  
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus.   

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   
C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.   
 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate,  
 send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit,  
 whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love.   
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,  

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world.   
       To you be given praise, and honor and worship  

     through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
               in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Through him all glory and honor are yours, 
Almighty Father, ☩ with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
 

+Lord’s Prayer  
 

P:   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:    
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

+Invitation to Communion  
P:   In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.    Come to the banquet.  

      Please be seated.   
 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup  
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. Those 
who have not received instruction and desire to do so, please see the pastor.  You are invited to receive 
the elements at this invitation with the words from the pastor: “The body of Christ given for you.  The 
blood of Christ shed for you.”  Those joining us from home may speak these words to one another or to 
yourself as you partake.  

 



Communion Music        “Seek Ye First”

 
 

  



Blessing at the Table 
     P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his 

grace.   
     C: Amen.   
 

Prayer after Communion  
      A: Let us pray. 
 Life-giving God, 
 through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
 and fed us with your mercy. 
 Now send us forth to live for others, 
 both friend and stranger, 
 that all may come to know your love. 
 This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
     C: Amen.   
 

Ministry Announcements 

X Sending X 
We receive the blessing of God and leave in peace, sent out to live the way of Jesus for the sake of the world God 
loves. 

 

+Benediction  
P: The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 

C: Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+Sending Song           “Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines”      ACS 1087 

 
 

+Dismissal  
A:  Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C: Thanks be to God.    
 
 

Postlude        All Things Are Become New   by R. J. Hughes 
 

+++ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Serving in Worship _________________________________________________ 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Karen Asmus-Alsnauer  
Assisting Minister:  Curt Skarloken    
Organist and Chancel Choir Director:  Dr. Ed Duling  
CWS Band:  Tom Martin (Director and bass), Ed Hinton (drums), Von Smith (guitar), 
Chris Young (piano).   
Ascending Tones Bell Choir:  Jan Dahlstrom, Director  
Altar Guild:  Jan Dahlstrom, Brenda Noe, Peggy Dlusky, Pam Kratzer 
Ushers: Alan Dahlstrom, Mike Fitak  
Tech Crew:  Oscar Kamazima, Joel Kratzer 
Librarians: Celeste Schnabel, Martha Gostely  
 

+++ 
 
 

 

 
 
 

We are a Christ-centered community  
      and “our mission is to welcome all people in learning, living,  
  and  sharing God’s grace.” 
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