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A few notes about worship: 

Ascension strives to be a welcoming and safe place for all. Here are the COVID-19 protocols 
in place:  

o The Church Council meets monthly, and if transmission rate remains low, we will 
continue to lift our Covid protocols.   

o The transmission risk for our area is “low”.  You can find the current level at: 

https://covidactnow.org/us/metro/columbus_oh/?s=26541558 
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/current-trends 

o Masks are not required, however, respect the need of others who choose to use a mask.  
People may choose to mask at any time. People with symptoms, a positive test, or 
exposure to someone with COVID-19, following an immediate quarantine period, 
should wear a mask. If you are immunocompromised, learn more about how to protect 
yourself. 

o Disposable masks are available on the table as you enter the building or on the table at 
the rear of the sanctuary.   

o We will not be passing the offering plates; plates are available on the table as you arrive 
or leave the sanctuary.   

o Please pick up communion elements as you arrive.  Gluten-free wafers are available in 
a separate plastic bag.  You will be directed as to the appropriate time to receive.  
Empty cups should be placed in the trash receptacle as you leave.   

 
 
 

 

1479 Morse Rd., Columbus, OH 43229  
Phone: (614) 262-7389.  Email: ascluth@gmail.com 

www.ascension-columbus.org 
Please like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurch 

 
Bold print indicates Congregation.  
ELW –  indicates Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal – which is in your pew.   
ACS – indicates All Creation Sings 
W&P – indicates Worship & Praise  
WOV – indicates With One Voice  
Please rise as you are able at the titles marked with a plus sign - +.   
At places where the cross  ☩ appears, it is customary to make the sign of the cross in 
remembrance of your baptism.  



Introduction to Worship  
Asking Everything  
Many call stories in the Bible include some form of resistance on the part of the person being 
called. Having objections seems to be pretty standard. For example, Moses had a whole list of 
questions and concerns, and Jonah actually ran in the opposite direction, but both of them 
ended up heeding God's call in the end. Given that history, why do "let me go and bury my 
father" and "let me first say farewell" seem to be deal-breakers for Jesus? Perhaps these 
objectors get a second chance—if not now, then maybe after they discover why Jesus was 
going to Jerusalem in the first place. 
 

X Gathering X 
 

Following the call of God’s Spirit, the community of faith gathers to worship the risen Lord.   
 
 

*Prelude    Prayer for Peace   by Charles Demorest  

Confession and Forgiveness  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us 
by name.  

C: Amen  

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
Silence is kept for reflection.  

P: Most merciful God,  

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved people. We have 
turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. 
We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have 
failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our 
repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, so that 
we may live to your glory.  Amen  

P: Rejoice in this good news:  In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are 
descendants of the Most High, members of the household of Christ, and 
inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.  

C: Amen  
 
 



+Gathering Hymn     “Will You Come and Follow Me?”   ELW 798 

 



+Greeting 
  
          P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, ☩ and the          

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
          C:      And also with you.   
 
 
 +Prayer of the Day  
 P:       Let us pray.   

 Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you 
favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, 
that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your 
paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

   C:    Amen.          Please be seated.       
     
Welcome  
 

X Word X 
The Word of God comes alive for the gathered community as God speaks to us in  

scriptures read, sung, and preached.   
 
First Lesson   Elijah says to Elisha, Follow me and do not continue plowing.   1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
 

 A:     A reading from First Kings.   
 

   15Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you 
shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
 19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There 
were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by 
him and threw his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let 
me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, 
“Go back again; for what have I done to you?” 21He returned from following him, took 
the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled 
their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, 
and became his servant. 

 

             A:  The word of the Lord. 
           C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Special Music   “He”      by R. Mullan & J. Richards  
Joe Riggs, Baritone 



Second Lesson  Love is the whole law, gift of the Spirit                           Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 
 A:  A reading from Galatians.    
  

   1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery. 
 
13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as 
an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 
14For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 15If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that 
you are not consumed by one another. 
 
 16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For what the 
flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the 
flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 
18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the 
flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, 
and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
 22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

 
  A:  The Word of the Lord. 

          C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

+Gospel Acclamation  

 

 



+Holy Gospel      Jesus says, Follow me and do not look back       Luke 9:51-62 
 

 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.   
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 
52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 
Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was 
set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do 
you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55But 
he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village. 
 57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he said, 
“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said 
to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell 
to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 

 P: The Gospel of our Lord.   
 C: Praise to you, O Christ.   
   
   Please be seated.             
 

Sermon    
 



+Hymn of the Day       “Spirit, Open My Heart”                ACS 1043 

 
 

 

 



+Profession Of Faith 
 P:  With the whole Church, we confess our faith:  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

+Prayers of Intercession  
 

A:  United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, 
and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
A:  God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your 

self-giving love, may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors. God of 
grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal. Where there are 

dangerous storms, bring calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. 
Protect homes, habitats, and livelihoods threatened by climate disasters. God 
of grace, 

C: hear our prayer.  
A: God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizens 

above self-promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly 
love. Protect refugees and all who live under tyranny or conflict (especially). 
God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 



 A: God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dying 
(especially). Uphold those who grieve. Support the needs of any who are 
unemployed, hungry, or have nowhere to lay their heads. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or 

uncontrolled anger. Provide support systems and loving companions as they 
work toward health, that they may rest in hope and know the fullness of joy in 
your presence. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now celebrate the 

inheritance of life in you (especially…). Keep their examples of faithfulness 
always before us, that we trust your promises in life and in death. God of 
grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, 

we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy 
keeping. 

 

+Sharing of Christ’s Peace  

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
   Please share with one another Christ’s peace, and then be seated.   

 

Offering    
Please place your offering in one of the plates as you leave the sanctuary following worship; or go to 

www.ascension- columbus.org. 
 
**Offertory   “Come, Follow Me”      by E. & S. Kupferschmid  
 
Offering Prayer 
 A: Let us pray. 
  God of abundance: 

you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 

C:  Amen.   
 



X Meal X 
We lift our hearts with praise and thanksgiving as the table is set, and we receive the bread and wine—the 

humble meal through which we are fed by the presence of  Jesus the Christ.   
 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
 

+Dialog        congregation sings parts in bold 

 
 
 
 
+Proper Preface   

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



+Holy, holy, holy         sing in unison  

 
 

+Thanksgiving at the Table  
 

P:  Holy, living, and loving God: 
  you we praise and glorify; you we worship and adore.   

You formed the earth from chaos;  
you circled the globe with air;  
you created fire for warmth and light.   

You molded us in your image,  
and with mercy higher than the mountains,  
with grace deeper than the seas,  
you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own.   
That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit,  
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus.   

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   
C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.   
 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate,  
 send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit,  
 whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love.   
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,  

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world.   
       To you be given praise, and honor and worship  

     through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
               in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Through him all glory and honor are yours, 
Almighty Father, ☩ with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
 

+Lord’s Prayer  
 

P:   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:    
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

+Invitation to Communion  
P:   In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.    Come to the banquet.  

      Please be seated.   
 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup  
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. Those 
who have not received instruction and desire to do so, please see the pastor.  You are invited to receive 
the elements at this invitation with the words from the pastor: “The body of Christ given for you.  The 
blood of Christ shed for you.”  Those joining us from home may speak these words to one another or to 
yourself as you partake.  

 



Communion Music  “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”      ELW 697  

 
 

Blessing at the Table 
     P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his 

grace.   
     C: Amen.   
 

Prayer after Communion  
      A: Let us pray. 
 Life-giving God, 
 through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
 and fed us with your mercy. 
 Now send us forth to live for others, 
 both friend and stranger, 
 that all may come to know your love. 
 This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
     C: Amen.   
 

Ministry Announcements 



X Sending X 
We receive the blessing of God and leave in peace, sent out to live the way of Jesus for the sake of the world God 
loves. 

 

+    Affirmation of Christian Vocation 
 

P:   Sister and brothers, both your work and your rest are in God. Will you endeavor to 
pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, in gratitude to God and in service to 
others, at morning and evening, at work and at play, all the days of your life? 

 
C:  I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
P:   Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit you have knit these your servants into 

the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor upon them in their 
commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Give them courage, patience, and vision; 
and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world and of 
service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
+Benediction  

P: The God of peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 

C: Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~the service continues on the next page~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

+Sending Song       “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”           ELW 618  
 

 
+Dismissal  

A:  Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C: Thanks be to God.    
 

***Postlude     Who at My Door is Standing?   by A. B. Everett/arr. by R. J. Hughes 



+++ 
 

Serving in Worship _________________________________________________ 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Karen Asmus-Alsnauer  
Assisting Minister:  Curt Skarloken    
Organist and Chancel Choir Director:  Dr. Ed Duling  
CWS Band:  Tom Martin (Director and bass), Ed Hinton (drums), Von Smith (guitar), 
Chris Young (piano).   
Ascending Tones Bell Choir:  Jan Dahlstrom, Director  
Altar Guild:  Jan Dahlstrom, Brenda Noe, Peggy Dlusky, Pam Kratzer 
Ushers: Alan Dahlstrom, Mike Fitak  
Tech Crew:  Oscar Kamazima, Joel Kratzer 
Librarians: Celeste Schnabel, Martha Gostely  
 

+++ 
 

Musical Notations from Dr. Ed Duling:   
* This is one of my favorite organ pieces and one that I've played for decades. 
** The offertory today is really a choral anthem: "Come, follow me," said the Lord. "Be at 
peace within my care. Be as a child. Show me your need. Take my hand and I will lead."  
***Based on a gospel hymn. Asa Brooks Everett wrote many hymns, including several still in 
popular use today. 
 

 
 

We are a Christ-centered community  
      and “our mission is to welcome all people in learning, living,  
  and  sharing God’s grace.” 
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