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Luther, the Plague, and the Printing Press 
 

“Therefore I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall 
fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine, and take it. I shall 
avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not 
to become contaminated and thus perchance infect and pollute 
others.” ~ Martin Luther, “Whether One May Flee from a Deadly 
Plague (1527)” 
 

October 31st is Reformation Day, a day on which Lutherans commemorate the start of the 
Protestant Reformation, inspired by the writings and teachings of Martin Luther.  I am certainly 
glad that Pastor Tim left his collection of “Luther’s Works” in his office, as I have been 
earnestly reading some of his writings that I had neglected for some time.   
 

Luther left no shortage of writings for future generations to study and ponder, but one piece that 
seems especially appropriate for our consideration this year is his essay, “Whether One May 
Flee from a Deadly Plague.”  At first glance, one might think it highly unlikely that the 
sixteenth and the twenty-first centuries would have much in common. The pandemic of 2020, 
however, has aligned our two eras in a way unimaginable. 
  

The Bubonic plague ravaged Europe in the mid-1300s and reappeared in 1527. One local pastor 
reached out to Martin Luther with an earnest question: Is it appropriate for a Christian to run 
away from a plague? 
 

Martin Luther replied with an essay that still seems relevant 500 years later. In Luther’s day, as 
in our own, there were many who trusted in God’s protection but failed to take responsible 
action. Luther wrote that those who lean on faith but ignore the expertise of those gifted by God 
with skills for science and medicine “are much too rash and reckless, tempting God and 
disregarding everything which might counteract death and the plague.” Luther encourages 
people to take practical measures to protect themselves and others from the disease and urges 
them to listen to the experts: “I leave it to the doctors of medicine and others with greater 
experience than mine in such matters.” 
 

There is one other remarkable similarity between what Luther attempted to do and what the 
Church continues to do now.   We have both used all media at our disposal to get the message 
out of the love of Jesus.  For Luther, it was the reinvigoration of the printing press, a relatively 
new technology in which he was churning out education and weighty theological articles.  This 
new format, known as flugschriften or ‘flying writings’ in German was the Twitter of its day, 
communicating important information in a brief space and accessible to large numbers of 
people quickly.   



 

Luther’s advice to Christians facing a plague in 1527 remains good counsel for us in 2020.   
No, we cannot run, but as people of faith there is much we can do: To ask God to protect all of 
us, to take steps to care for ourselves and others, and use the technology at our disposal 
(whether paper and pen, Zoom, FB, Twitter, Phone) to continue to connect with one another 
and get the word out of the love of Jesus.  The church continues to re-form.  Blessed 
Reformation Day.    
   Pastor Karen 

 

UPDATE ON ‘WHERE WE ARE’ IN THIS PANDEMIC  
 

Church Building Closed for Month of November 

Your Executive Leadership Team made the decision to close the building for the month of 
November.  In short order, this means that worship will be on-line only, and all groups/
organizations will need to continue to explore other ways to ‘gather’ during this time.   As you 
are probably aware, from yesterday’s (Oct. 27) Coronavirus Debriefing with Governor 
DeWine:   

“If you are in a high incidence county, which today means 82 out of 88 counties, do the 
following:  reconsider hosting or attending gatherings of any size; wear masks inside and 
outside when you cannot social distance, and stay home if you are not well.”  He  called on the 
leadership of community organizations, businesses, places of worship, to revisit our practices 
and set the standard for others to not contribute to the community spread for the sake of our 
schools, care facilities, and our community.    
 

Near the end of each month, we will revisit this decision.  In the meantime, we continue to 
address what further can be done to resume in-person worship, including inspections of our ‘air 
exchange’ ratio in our heating/cooling system.    
 

We do this to care for one another, even while knowing, this is a bitter pill.  We miss each 
other.  We miss worshipping (and singing!) together.  We miss coffee time and small groups 
and casual conversation.   
 

Being in Community While in a Pandemic 

But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into the one who is the head, into 
Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is 
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in 
love. – Ephesians 4:15-16 
 

While the building is closed, the church is never closed.  The church is the people.  As one 
person wrote in the Living Lutheran: “The church is open – both when we gather and when we 
scatter.”    
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Pastoral Care:  Call the church office: 614-262-7389.  Pastor Karen will respond as quickly 
as possible. We know these are challenging and stressful times, and we would love to hear 
from you. We miss you and want to stay in touch and will do our best to walk with you 
through these days. 
 

Hospitalizations:  If you or a family member is ill or hospitalized, please let the church 
know. We will follow hospital/facility protocols about what care we can offer in person, but 
we will certainly be able to reach out to you through phone and add you to our prayers.  
Please let us know if you or your loved one would also like the care of “Saints and 
Shepherds” our lay ministry care program.   
 

Prayer Requests:  The PRAYER LIST is what appears in the NYCU and CHI RHO.   If you 
have a prayer request you can call Cheryl in the church office and ask that your name be 
added to the list. 
The PRAYER CHAIN is for immediate prayer before the list is published. The emergency 
prayer group!!   Again you may call Cheryl in the church office and ask that a name be added 
to the PRAYER CHAIN 
 

Reach out to congregational friends and members 

We can be church for one another even when we can’t see each other. Call a friend, send a 
note, check in with those who face uncertainty, and let people know you’re thinking of them. 
Especially we ask you to be mindful of those without email or internet, or anyone who may 
need support. 
 

Participate in our private Facebook Group:  ALC “Prayers and Shares” - an online space 
for Ascension members, friends and staff to share updates, request/offer prayers, and 
communicate with only others at Ascension.   
 

Participate in on-line worship:   We gather live at 10:00 am on Sundays.  Join us on 
Facebook – AscensionLutheranChurch – or go to our website which will take you right to 
the worship service.    If you need assistance in getting connected, please see the information 
sheet on the website on ‘how to get connected to Facebook Live Worship’ whether you have 
Facebook or not.  If are still having difficulty connect with a member or call the church office, 
and we will walk you through it.    Join our email list, if you are not receiving it, and receive 
the bulletin each week.  
 

Want a small group to meet?  That is quite doable.  Coming soon: how to connect as a 
Zoom group, which Ascension has one Bible study group that has been meeting throughout 
this pandemic.   It really is easy even if you are feel like you are all thumbs with a phone, 
tablet, or computer. 

 

 



Page 5 

November 1—Matthew 5:1-12 

November 8—Matthew 25:1-13 

November 15—Matthew 25:14—30 

November 22—Christ the King—Matthew 25:31-46  

November 29—First Day of Advent—Mark 13: 24-37 

PRAYER MINISTRY 

DID YOU KNOW  we have both a PRAYER LIST and a PRAYER CHAIN!!    
 

The PRAYER LIST is what appears in the NYCU and CHI RHO.   If you 
have a prayer request you can call Cheryl in the church office and ask 

that your name be added to the list. 
The PRAYER CHAIN is for immediate prayer before the list is published. 
The emergency prayer group!!   Again you may call Cheryl in the church 

office and ask that a name be added to the PRAYER CHAIN. 
 

*** If you would like to be a member of the PRAYER CHAIN, please 
contact church assistant Cheryl Lyons at ascluth@gmail.com  and give 
your name and your email address as that is how you will receive the 

“emergency“ prayer needs. 

PRAYER GATHERING NOTICE  

AT ASCENSION’S SERENITY PARK  

REMINDER!!!!!! There will be no in person prayer gathering as long as the church is 

closed to in person worship. 

 Please set aside the time on Wednesday morning at 11:00 AM and Saturday evening 

from 5:30 -6:00 to sit with God in praise, thanksgiving, lament and listening.  

mailto:ascluth@gmail.com
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Jonathan Abele 

Laura Bass  

Lisa Billing  

Katie Freece  

Catharine Gray  

Bruce Halverson  

Howard Kerchner  

Emily McWhirter  

Joan Miller  

Linda Morrison  

Bob Naumoff   

Matthew Olsen  

Nancy Olsen  

Pat Papadapoulos  

Carol & Ray Patten  

Marion Rees  

Ken Reisch  

Brian Rideout  

Ingrid Robb  

Lewis Sale  

Brigitte Segieth   

Marcy Webster  

Michael White  

Sharla White 

These members are regularly and currently 

contacted by our Shepherds:   

Janet Arnold  

Frances Carmedy 

Lori Engler 

Linda Frysinger  

Shirlie Gorman  

Ruby Koenig 

Dorothy Kyre   

James Lewison  

Alice Mills  

Marilyn Myszko  

June Neblette  

Jim Putnam  

Pat Stocker  

Marilyn Sullivan 

Helen Grace Weaver  

 

PRAYER REQUEST LIST -- Health Concerns - Church Members 

Health Concerns-Friends and Relatives of Church Members  

 (With their consent, submit names on the following list:): 

Willis Trainor, father of Cheryl Trainor, passed to glory  

on Thursday, October 22nd. 
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Warren Abele-Brother of Jack & Pat Abele 
Bernie Aleman—Brother-in-law of  Frank            
 &  Jean Agriesti 
Jacob Baird—Son-in-law of Sharla White 
Christopher Blaesing —Son of Vicki Blaesing 
Joyce Blue-Friend of Shirlie Gorman 
Joe Brosious—Our Ascension Friend 
Chris Burch-Friend of Sharla White 
Paula Card—Friend of Jan & Ken Reisch 
Barbara Chadwick—Friend of Jan & Ken Reisch 
Lavon Daugherty-Friend of Allan  & Cindy Hiscox 
Lola Dixon—Mother of Carol Dixon 
Jayla Dozette– Granddaughter of Perry  
     & Linda Morrison, 
Monica Epstein—Niece of Jean & Frank Agriesti 
Ted Fairley—Nephew of Judy Jester 
Randy Ferguson—Friend of Jean & Frank Agriesti 
James Frysinger—Brother of Linda Frysinger 
Linda Fritz—Sister-in-law of Carol Dixon 
Karen Gehrig—Friend of Carol Silness   
 & Chris Rudin 
Cecil Gillingham—Friend of Cindy & Allan Hiscox 
Mya Green—Friend of Laura Bass 
Victor Groves—Cousin of Shirlie Gorman 
Mason Daniel Harper —Great Nephew of Diane  
 & Chad Loomis, Brenda Noe, & Barbara Summers  
Dean Harper—Brother-in-law of Jack & Pat Abele 
John Harris—Friend of Allan & Cindy Hiscox 
Michelle Hines—Friend of Judy Jester 
Donald Honaker-Husband of Dottie Honaker 
Anne Mary Klaprat—Friend of Allan & Cindy 
Hiscox 
Allan Kulikowski--Friend of Allan & Cindy Hiscox  
Stephanie Leisten—Daughter of Brenda  Burkett 
Judith Lewison—Mother of James Lewison 
David Lowe—Friend of Shirlie Gorman 
Kimberly Blubaugh—Daughter of Jim Mead 

Gary & Lois McCoy—Brother & Sister-in-law  of 
 Pat Papadapoulos 
Wendy Miller-Engel—Daughter of Joan Miller 
Richard Miller—Brother-in-law of Cathy Miller 
Jill Morrison—Sister-in-law of Perry  
 & Linda Morrison 
Greg Nutter—Friend of Joe Riggs 
Ed Noga—Relative of Margaret Owens 
Megan O’Connor—Friend of Shirlie Gorman 
Loni Quick —Daughter of Peggy Dlusky 
Thomas Schaber—Brother of Shirlie Gorman 
Baby Henry Scott Smith—Close Relative of  
 Barb & Bob Naumoff 
John Staples—Brother of Vall Greer 
John Stocker—Brother of Marion & Chuck Rees 
Dave Strawers—Friend of Barbara Naumoff 
Mary Frenz Taylor—Friend of Joan Miller 
Robert Wagner-Brother-in-law of Carol Silness 
Mark Weber—Husband of Carol Dixon  
Sandy White—Daughter of Sharla White 
Sue Whittier—Friend of Barbara Naumoff 
Jami Whitworth—Daughter of Perry  
 & Linda Morrison, 
Sue Wilson—Sister In-Law  of Wilma Wilson 
 
Trainor Family 
  
 

Health Concerns-Friends and Relatives of Church Members:   

With their consent, submit names on the following list: 
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“Supplication” 
 

“Supplication” comes from a Latin verb  

that means “to plead humbly”, 

a religious prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The story surrounding this quilted banner goes back a few years. In 2009 my 

brother, Paul Cannon was a USAF Chaplain stationed at Joint Base Balad, Iraq during 

Operation Iraqi Freedom. I found this quilt pattern by Jennifer McCann (2005) and 

decided to make it for the base chapel which was in the base hospital. Making this 

quilt, it helped me to focus and feel that I was able to connect with my brother so many 

miles away.  I altered the pattern to include hands representing the diversity of the air 

force service personnel. The banner was dedicated to all service personnel stationed 

there. Upon closure of that base years later Paul was told that the chapel vestments in-

cluding the banner were donated to the Smithsonian for their collection related to the 

war with Iraq.  

 So now we are in 2020, Covid-19 has sequestered us all and then the murder of 

George Floyd happened. I needed to channel my frustration, anger, and fear into 

something constructive. I had time to quilt. I found the banner pattern and began to 

work on it praying with each stitch that health, peace and justice would come to our 

country. I counted my blessings and sewed each day. When finished I dropped it off in 

the church office. I watched the dedication of the quilt on Facebook. When Pastor Tim 

returned to Australia, I was touched that the committee wanted him to take the quilt 

with him for his new church. Thus, the creation of this “sister” quilt that is now in our 

Sanctuary. —Debbie Freece 
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Greetings to all at Ascension From Down Under!! 
 
In thinking about my friends, I thought I’d send you a brief update of  our journey.  
 
On Sunday, November 1, I shall be installed as pastor of Immanuel Woden Valley Lutheran 
Church.   The service is at 2:00 PM at Holy Trinity Catholic Church.  They have seating 
normally for 600, so with the distancing it makes a max of 150.   My father is planning to 
attend.  Lutheran pastors of this area and some ecumenical pastors will attend.   
 
Our shipping container is meant to get to Taiwan on October 26.  So we are living mainly with 
borrowed things.   No ETA is given yet for the goods getting to Sydney and then Canberra.  
 
I have heard that Covid levels have risen in Ohio, and in-church worship is on hold 
again.   Canberra has been Covid free for at least the past 2 months.   One diplomat returning 
from overseas is in quarantine after testing positive.  There is no community spread.  Covid 
protocols are still strict on physical distancing, sanitizing, etc.   The people who want to sing 
in church need to wear masks.  Otherwise there is hardly any mask wearing in the city, even 
by food servers.   It is very different.   Melbourne is still closed, though not as strict 
within.  We hope to get to see Caleb and Liz by Christmas. They are planning on coming 
here.  
 
Peace.  
Tim and Mary. 
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Annual 

Trunk 

or 

Treat!!! 

Ascension 
Lutheran 
Church’s 

Goblins 

...and Gobs of Pumpkins!! 
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Habitat for Humanity Update 
The Church Coalition building of houses continue on a limited ba-
sis.  We are limited to 8 volunteers on-site each work day, there-
fore, Ascension (as a group) will not be doing a work day.  If any-
one wishes to work on a Tuesday or Thursday you need to sign up 
on-line as long as space is available.  Ascension once again has 
come through with contributions of $3,580 to date through mail-in 
contributions.  If you have questions, please call me @ 614-261-
9978. 

        Thanks for all your support. 

        Terry Stohr, Sr. 
        Habitat Ministry Coordinator 

Ascension had a  

With God;s hep, we created a fun and inviting event by creating an 

automobile tour that delighted both children and parents from the 

surrounding community—-free for all to enjoy!!  Now let’s  THANK those 

who worked so hard to make this happen! 

Pat Abele and Leigh Leonard coordinated and worked hard to overcome 

many challenges this year!  Their crew of dedicated volunteers included Jack 

Abele, Nathan Abele, Sandy Baker,  Sue Barr, Peggy Dlusky, Joyce Heft,  

Cindy & Allan Hiscox, Karen Lashley, Brenda Noe, Celeste Schnabel, Terry 

& Sandra Stohr, Barb Summers, Deb Sweet, LuAnn MacGillavry , Chloe 

Lyons,  Micah Tybeck and family , Wilma Wilson. 

Thank You 
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(Yes, we are still accepting and receiving your offerings !!  You can mail them to Ascension 

Lutheran Church,  c/o Allan Hiscox    1479 Morse Road    Columbus, Ohio 43229  

 

November—Carol Silness and Allan Hiscox 
 

ASCENSION’S LITTLE PANTRY  

We Need Your HELP!!   

We continue to  fill our wonderful Little Pantry, located in front of 

Ascension!! Could you please donate single serving food items to 

provide to our homeless neighbors?  

In preparation for this, EACH SUNDAY, would you please bring in 

donations of any of the following in single serving  packages: 

                       Please, No cookies, candy, chips!  
 

Nuts/peanuts 

 Beef sticks 

Dried fruit 

Granola bars 

Lance crackers 

Vienna sausages 

Individual fruit cups or applesauce 

Bottles of water 

Raisin boxes 

WE ALL AGREE THAT FRESH FLOWERS ARE BEAUTIFUL, however, there 
have been Sundays when none have been ordered.  Now we have Diane Loomis to 
thank for making us silk arrangements for the altar for those intermittent 
Sundays!  Please order flowers, using the flowers folder, or contact Joe 
Riggs with your information.  It’s really easy and you will be billed by 
the florist.  If you are not an “in person” attending the service, please 
make note of who will take the flowers home—Thank You!!! 



For access - Service is livestreamed on Ascension’s Facebook Live, 

 and then available to see on Ascension’s Facebook. 

START AT ASCENSION’S WEBSITE 

 http://www.ascension-columbus.org 
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http://www.ascension-columbus.org/
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You can reach our website---Ascension Lutheran Church in Columbus, Ohio through the following 
link (right click on link and then click on drop down message): 
 

http://www.ascension-columbus.org/  
 

Also....if you want to stay in touch with each other, hear all of Ascension's news....be a part of 
Ascension's Facebook page!!  You can even leave messages and chat with each other. 
An easy link to Ascension’s Facebook:   (1. left click on the link below.  2.  as you click on this, you 
will see a drop down message that says "go to link http...." and you will click on THAT message to 
open to Ascension's Facebook): 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/56753201579/?multi_permalinks=10156623741221580%
2C10156622797876580%
2C10156620054886580&notif_id=1584307674670411&notif_t=group_activity  
 
If you click on this link now, THIS link will take you DIRECTLY to Ascension's Facebook members 
group..  (you must have your internet open—but try it to see—-you can always use the ‘back’ button 
to return to the Chi Rho.) 
If you cannot ‘link’, please cut and paste into your URL address the above link(s) to reach Facebook 
or Ascension’s website. 
By the way---if you miss a One Call...Pastor Karen puts the One Call message on Ascension's 
Facebook page in an announcement!! 
 

ALSO—-you can contact Ascension by e-mailing us at ascluth@gmail.com.  Those messages are 
retrieved every day and Pastor Karen, Ingrid Robb, or Cheryl Lyons will respond to your inquiries 
within 24 hours of receiving your messages.   

PLEASE STAY IN TOUCH!!! 

HOW TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH ASCENSION AND YOUR FRIENDS: 

New Ways to Give to Ascension 

You can now donate to Ascension online at any time.    

Go to www.ascension-columbus.org, click on GIVING, 

and scroll down to Online Giving.  Here you will be 

directed as to how to use GivePlus for a one-time or 

ongoing donation.  If you keep scrolling, you will also 

find directions for loading an app onto your phone to donate in that way.   

This is a four-month trial to see how well online giving works for Ascension. 

 

Also on Ascension’s website you will find that a Simply Giving application can 

be accessed.  This program has worked very successfully for our church for 

several years now.  Just turn in the form at church with a voided check, and 

ongoing donations can automatically be taken from your checking account 

either monthly or biweekly.  If you need to terminate your use of Simply 

Giving at any point, it can easily be arranged to cancel your participation. 

http://www.ascension-columbus.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/56753201579/?multi_permalinks=10156623741221580%2C10156622797876580%2C10156620054886580&notif_id=1584307674670411&notif_t=group_activity
https://www.facebook.com/groups/56753201579/?multi_permalinks=10156623741221580%2C10156622797876580%2C10156620054886580&notif_id=1584307674670411&notif_t=group_activity
https://www.facebook.com/groups/56753201579/?multi_permalinks=10156623741221580%2C10156622797876580%2C10156620054886580&notif_id=1584307674670411&notif_t=group_activity
http://www.ascension-columbus.org


Healing Touch will return!!!  Once we are back in action, we 

will make appointments  on the First Thursday of each month.  You 

can plan for your future—-HEALING TOUCH  will be held on 

a Thursday at 10:00, 10:45, 1:00 and 1:45.  And Tuesday evening 

at 7:00 PM WHEN WE REOPEN OUR SERVICES!!.  In the 

meantime—for more information, please contact me to ask 

questions.  Healing Touch will then be held in the church’s 

conference room.  Peggy-  614-785-1799  

CORONA VIRUS UPDATE 

Coronavirus Update 
 
We are making changes to our program schedule in an effort to slow 
the spread of the Coronavirus.  Please check our clinic calendar for the 
most up-to-date information on our clinic's services and schedule. 
 
If you are an established patient who has been to our clinic before, feel 

free to call us at 614-262-5094 and leave a voicemail with your name, 

phone number, date of birth, and preferred pharmacy. 

PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE AT 

https://www.helpinghandsfreeclinic.org/   

Helping Hands Health and Wellness Clinic  

Epworth United Methodist Church (East Wing), 5100 Karl Road, Columbus, Ohio 43229.   

   BABY WIPES FOR CHOICES MINISTRY 

    LSS CHOICES for victims of domestic abuse is in need of approximately 7500 

baby wipes each month.  Thanks to your generosity, Ascension has provided over 

20,000 baby wipes to date.  The need is still great!  —Please consider bringing a 

donation of baby wipes to the church or making a monetary contribution marked 

"baby wipes for CHOICES" which can be used at Costco to purchase the wipes at a 

good price and tax free. Your help is greatly appreciated!  
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NEW BINS for collections for Lutheran Social 
Services Food Pantry, Choices, and Our Little 
Pantry are now located in the East entry under the 
welcome table.  You can drop off your donations on 
your way into church. 

https://www.helpinghandsfreeclinic.org/


OUTREACH MINISTRIES PANTRY PROGRAM WHEN WE MEET AGAIN…. 
Give money to our Teen Program, our Pantry Posse, the first Sunday each month, or place in an  

envelope in the offering plate marked LSS Food Pantry. Ascension continues to support our Food Pantry every 

week. And God bless our monthly volunteers! Remember Manager Michael Green buys food for the shelves with your 

money for 20¢ a pound. Every dollar you donate buys over 5 lbs of food or about 1+ bag(s) of groceries!!!  All donations 

to LSS,  either cash or checks made out to LSS Food Pantry, help with immediate needs, which change daily.  

BASIC RULES FOR DONATIONS Our Food Pantry needs packaged goods like rice, pasta, raisins, side 

dishes in boxes and packages to feed families of up to 6-8 people.   

   Everyday Needs:     

  Coffee in small jars (1 or 2 lb cans)  

  Flour; Canned Fruit and applesauce is 
very good to add; Canned veggies  (no 
green beans or corn); Puddings ; KOOL-
AID IN SMALL PKGS. 

Fruit cups, Pasta and Rice side dishes 
like Rice-A-Roni, Noodle-Roni, and 
Spaghettios, Macaroni and Cheese;  

Tea Bags; Hot oatmeal in pkgs.; Peanut 
butter; Chocolate Syrup 

Specific  Needs:   

  Tuna and Tuna Helper; Hot Chocolate 

Sugar free items for diabetics;   

Low sodium canned items  

Baby Powder, Shampoo,  

Diapers  & Wipes 

Personal Items:   

Deodorant, Kleenex; Toothbrushes and Tooth-
paste;  

Shampoo, Feminine Products ; Hand Soaps,  

All kinds of cleaning products  

 Be sure to save the following items that  our ladies collect and forward to several Ministries, 

where they can be used asap.  

1.  Pink and White Coupons for Education, which can be found on so many products now in our 

        grocery which benefit our Local Schools.  

2. Please bring your grocery bags, paper and plastic, for the Food Pantry each week.   

It takes so little effort to help so many!!   

LUTHERAN  SOCIAL SERVICES FOOD PANTRY  
Champion Ave. Food Pantry is continuing to provide food and supplies for the needy in 
Columbus.  We members of Ascension are not able to volunteer in person each month 
during the pandemic as all our volunteers are at risk (ages 65 and above).  A volunteer 
at the Pantry contracted the virus and a quarantine was  conducted to stop the spread of 
the virus.  As a result, the Food Pantry changed its operation.  Now the clients stay 
outside to receive food and volunteers have temperatures taken, wear protective 

equipment and the Pantry is disinfected regularly. 
 
There are still other ways we can help this ministry.  LSS is not encouraging direct food donations to 
be brought to the Food Pantry.  However, monetary donations are greatly appreciated.  These 
donations can be made at the website:  www.lssnetworkofhope.org 
Or, checks can be sent to Lutheran Social Services, 500 West Wilson  Bridge Road, Suite 245, 
Worthington, OH 43085.  Also, if anyone knows about a resource to help get the following critical 
items, please let LSS know:  masks, gowns, gloves etc. and especially hand sanitizer.  For more 
information, call Irene Candy at 614-888-2659. —Irene Candy  
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OUR BRAVE TROOPS—PRAYERS AND CONCERNS —OUR MILITARY FAMILIES 

 
 

 
 
 
 

George Calbert, US Navy, (brother of Robert Calbert)  
 

MSGT Peter Dahlstrom, (son of Jan and Al Dahlstrom) 
  

Daniel Engler, US Navy, (grandson of Lee and Barbara Engler) 
 

Sgt. Grant Mills & SPC Greg Monroe, (friends of Linda Frysinger), 
 

1C Ian B. Reed (grandson of Dorothy and Bob Fenton) 
 

2nd Lt. John Rule, (former member of Ascension) 
  

MSGT Brett Rutter, (son of Donna Rutter) 
 

 David Tedford-Air Force Reserve, (grand-nephew of Cym Schmidt-Budd) 
   

Master Sergeant—AF Reserve, Stefanie Vogley-Hauck,  
(Michael and Kathryn Vogley) 

 
 Commander Scott Whaley, (nephew of Bill & Carol Warren) 

  
Airman 1st Class Michael F. Whatley;  (grandson of Elizabeth & Richard Vaughn) 

  

 

If  you  wish  to  send  a Bear  to  your loved  one  in  the  military 

please  contact  Linda Roy! 
 

SOUTHEAST MINISTRY IS NOT OPEN AT THIS TIME. 
(PLEASE—NO CLOTHING).   
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DUE TO COVID 19, THE CHURCH BUILDING REMAINS CLOSED 

—-SO YOU ARE ABLE TO PLAN FOR THE FUTURE, REGULARLY 

SCHEDULED EVENTS NORMALLY MEET: 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING  The Property Committee Meetings 

normally meet the first Wednesday of the month starting at 7:00 PM.  If you have a 

subject or issue you wish to discuss, please contact Property Committee Chairperson, Jim 

Mead. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  normally meets at 7:30 PM on the Wednesday, the week  

prior to the monthly Council Meeting.  If you have a subject or issue you wish to discuss, 

please contact Finance Committee Chairperson, Bev Cook Finley. 

Crafty Hands — normally meets the 2nd Thursday of the month from 

9:30—11:30 AM at Ascension in the Adult Lounge.  When we resume, we 

encourage you to bring your projects, or just join the conversation! In the 

meantime, plan your projects!!  

If you have any questions, give a call to Carol Silness  at (614) 378-1100.   

THE DISCIPLESHIP TEAM—The Discipleship Ministry normally meets the 3rd Saturday 

of each month at 10:00 in the Adult Lounge..  Anyone interested is welcome to attend.  If you have 

questions, or something you need to discuss, call Curt Skarloken. 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING  is normally held at 7:30 PM the second 

Tuesday of each month in the Cloud Room.  If you have a subject or issue you wish to 

discuss, please contact Church Council President, Orin Sheumaker. 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE MEETING normally occurs the 
first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.—Contact Madge Fitak for more information. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST normally meets on the third Saturday 
of each month.  This is a great time for the men of our church to get together and meet 
other church members.  WHEN WE RESUME, please join us  at 8:00 am in the 
Assembly Room.   At that time each person picks up breakfast from your favorite 
provider, and brings it along. 

WHEN WE RESUME—WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

BREAKFAST GROUP OPEN TO ALL WOMEN FROM 

ASCENSION—When we resume, we normally meet the 3rd Saturday 

of every month at 9:00 AM in Acton Hall at Ascension.  Hopefully some time in 

the near future, come be a part of the weekly  gospel lesson discussion as we also 

provide the wind under the wings for each other.  Everyone brings their own 
breakfast.   
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Publication Deadlines and Policy:   
 Weekly Worship Bulletins and the NYCU submissions must be in Tuesday by 4:00 PM—Each 

Week    
 

   The Chi Rho—Due Day 1 of each month for the following month     

 (example–July 1st for the August issue of the Chi Rho) 
 

 Keep your address, telephone number and e-mail address current.  You can 
make any changes necessary by filling out the Attendance Form or calling 
the Church Office. 

 Please use the Event Form for all your special events—it helps you to remain 
organized and it helps us remain informed. 

 Advance planning is always good — the sooner we know of happenings, the 
better we are able to provide for your needs. 

 Please meet submission deadlines for our informational publications. 
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Bulletin Helpers  Tom  Kyre, Sandy Nicholson  

 

Flower Announcements are written by Joe Riggs for the Chancel and Altar  Flowers  
in the Sanctuary for both worship services  
  

Parish Records   Bev Cook-Finley 

  

Assisting Ministers  Pam Kratzer, Chad Loomis, Brenda Noe, Joe Riggs 
and Curt Skarloken 
 
Altar Guild  AG Co-Chairs Brenda Noe and Pam Kratzer 
Barb Cozad, Ingrid Robb, Celeste Schnabel, Carol Silness, Barbara Summers,   
Brenda Noe, Robin Kern, Jan Dahlstrom, Jan Reisch,  Evie Swanson,   
Nancy Sheumaker, Linda Roy, Pam Kratzer, Glorene  Shenberger, Sandy Huss,  
Nancy Haimerl, Peggy Dlusky, Sandy Baker, Chris Rudin, Martha Gostely, 
Sandy Nicholson, Myron Miller, Deb Sweet.  
  

Librarians Celeste Schnabel, Martha Gostely 

  

Lectors  Steven Boring, Tom Huss, David Kern, Robin Kern, Myron Miller,  Jon Olsen, 
Joe Riggs, Barbara Summers, Reuben Simiyu.  
  Substitute Lectors  Diane Loomis, Nancy Olsen, Curt Skarloken 
 
 Prayer Ministry  Buffy Evans, Beth Maston, Jim Kelley, Craig & Meliinda Andersen, 
Curt Skarloken, Fred & /Ruth Ann Helser, Linda Frysinger, Myron Miller, Nancy Olsen, 
Pastor Karen Asmus-Alsnauer, Vall Greer; Georgia Deerhake, Mona Halverson,  
Cathy Miller, Wilma Wilson, Peggy Dlusky 
 
Ushers  Head Ushers: Alan Dahlstrom, Mike Fitak; Ushers Ron Althoff,  
Alan Dahlstrom, Mike Fitak, Tom Huss, Robin Kern, Joel Kratzer, Orin Sheumaker, 
Maury Stark, Terry Stohr 
  

Chi Rho Volunteers  Allan Hiscox, Karen Lashley, Sandy Nicholson, Ingrid Robb, 
Linda Roy 
  

Office Volunteers  Tom Kyre, Karen Lashley, Sandy Nicholson, Linda Roy 
 

Church Directory Coordinators  Robin Kern, Sandy Nicholson, Cheryl Lyons 



Pastor Karen Asmus-Alsnauer  
E-mail: pastorkarenALC@gmail.com 

 
Please note—COVID 19 TEMPORARY CHANGES                                                                                                   

Ascension Church Office is Closed.   

We retrieve telephone messages, and emails Mon.-Fri. 

 
Ingrid Robb, Campus & Wedding Scheduling Mgr.  

ingridrobb50@gmail.com 

Phone: (614) 262-7389  

 
Cheryl Lyons, Church Assistant 

E-mail: ascluth@gmail.com 

Phone:(614) 262–7389  Fax: (614) 262-4255 

www.ascension-columbus.org 

 
Sunday Worship Service 

10:00 AM—ONE WORSHIP ON-LINE ONLY 

1479 Morse Road 

 Columbus, Ohio  43229 

Website:  www.ascension-columbus.org 

2020 ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 

Chairs                                        Vice-Chairs  

President—Orin Sheumaker VP—Joel Kratzer 

Discipleship-–Curt Skarloken 

Youth & Family—Melissa Killian 

Property Co-chair—James Mead/Rick Swartz 

Worship and Music—Madge Fitak  Vice: Cathy Miller 

Finance—Bev Cook-Finley Vice: Sam Boateng 

Congregational Life Co-chair—Allan & Cindy Hiscox          

Christian Education—Amanda Wiesehan 

Outreach—Shelley Ausham 

Treasurer—Steven Boring  

Financial Secretary----Allan Hiscox  

Endowment & Investment—Jon Olsen, Sam Boateng,  

     Maury Stark   

Century Fund 
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