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A few notes about worship: 

Ascension strives to be a welcoming and safe place for all. Here are the COVID-19 protocols in 
place:  

o The Church Council met and came to consensus on Tuesday, March 8th, that if the 
current trajectory remains favorable, we will lift some of our Covid protocols beginning 
on April 3rd.   

o The transmission risk for our area has plateaued at “moderate”. You can find the current 
level at: 

https://covidactnow.org/us/metro/columbus_oh/?s=26541558 
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/current-trends 

o Masks are highly recommended, but not required.  Please respect the need of others who 
choose to use a mask.  People may choose to mask at any time. People with symptoms, a 
positive test, or exposure to someone with COVID-19, following an immediate quarantine 
period, should wear a mask. If you are immunocompromised, learn more about how to 
protect yourself. 

o Please respect others in their need for physical distance. In general, try not to sit directly 
in front of or behind other worshipers.  Please sit only in the pews where the cushions are 
in the down position.   

o Disposable masks are available on the table as you enter the building or on the table at the 
rear of the sanctuary.   

o We will not be passing the offering plates; plates are available on the table as you arrive 
or leave the sanctuary.   

o Please pick up communion elements as you arrive.  Gluten-free wafers are available in a 
separate plastic bag.  You will be directed as to the appropriate time to receive.  Empty 
cups should be placed in the trash receptacle as you leave.   

o Furnace filters have been replaced in order to reduce the viral particles in the air.  
Occasionally, exterior doors may be cracked open to maximize the circulation of fresh air.   

 
 

1479 Morse Rd., Columbus, OH 43229  
Phone: (614) 262-7389.  Email: ascluth@gmail.com 

www.ascension-columbus.org 
Please like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurch 

 



 

 

 
Bold print indicates Congregation.  
ELW –  indicates Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal – which is in your pew.   
ACS – indicates All Creation Sings 
W&P – indicates Worship & Praise  
 
Please rise as you are able at the titles marked with a plus sign - +.   
At places where the cross  ☩ appears, it is customary to make the sign of the cross in 
remembrance of your baptism. 
 

 

Introduction 
This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the 
world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s 
last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise 
embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love 
in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are 
transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in 
solemn silence following the stripping of the altar, we anticipate the coming days. 
 
 
 

X Gathering X 
 

Prelude         There is a Green Hill Far Away . . . . .by G. C. Stebbins/arr. R. Hughes 
        
    
Call to Worship  
 
P:  In the growing darkness, we gather. 

Our Lenten journey has brought us here. 
Jesus, our Teacher and Lord, sets before us: 
a towel, 
a bowl, 
bread,  
a cup. 
He gives us an example and a commandment ever-new: 
to love one another as he has loved us. 
This is how everyone will know we are his disciples,  
when we love each other. 

 
 



 

 

 
Hymn            ELW 659 

 



 

 

 
Confession and Forgiveness  
  The presiding minister invites the assembly into the confession. 

P: Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle 
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. 
This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. 
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving 
the peace of reconciliation. Trusting in the unwavering love of Jesus Christ, who has 
delivered us from sin and death, let us confess our sin. 
  All keep silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P: Lord Jesus Christ, 
C: how well you know our hearts,  

and still you love us - 
you have loved us to the end. 

 

We have denied you, 
and we have denied our calling  
to serve one another. 
 

We have betrayed you, 
and we have betrayed your commandment  
to love one another. 
 

Pour out your Spirit of grace upon us.  
Teach us to love and serve you faithfully  
and to love and serve one another 
by the example you have set for us;  
in your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us, 
even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
Now the promise is fulfilled, 
and love’s redeeming work is done. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of Jesus Christ ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 

Individual Absolution  
 Please come down the center aisle.   
 



 

 

 
Prayer of the Day  

P:  Let us pray. Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave 
us a new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this 
commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the 
servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.   
 

X Word X 
 

 
First Lesson           Proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes    1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
   

     A:     A reading from 1st Corinthians.   
 

 23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

A: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
+Holy Gospel       The service of Christ: footwashing and meal  John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
 

          P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 
son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 
going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, 
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do 
not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, 
“You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no 
share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 
11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are 
clean.” 
 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me 
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I 
have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, 
I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than 
the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” 
 31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If 
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 
him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 
34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.   
C: Praise to you, O Christ.    
 
 

Homily 
 



 

 

 
Hymn of the Day           ELW 359 

 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession  

A: In these holiest of days, we offer prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and our 
world. 

  A brief silence. 
 

God of tenderness and compassion,  
on the night before he died, 
Jesus set a table for his disciples. 
those who would soon deny, betray, and scatter.  
All gathered together. 
They took off their sandals 
and sat down in the presence of their Teacher and Lord, 
who washed their feet, one by one. 



 

 

 
We pray for people whose feet are tired and dusty from hard labor,  
for those whose backs are bent by care and worry; 
those laid low by illness or guilt or shame or grief. 
Wash away, we pray, 
the tiredness of our bodies and souls. 
Hold gently in your healing hands 
the broken places in our lives and in our relationships.  
Be our company in isolation, 
our source of hope in despair, 
and the way forward at every dead end. 
 

We pray that all who are hungry will find enough 
to eat and clean water to drink 
as we share and live more responsibly.  
Teach us to sit down with our enemies,  
sharing common meals and common hopes. 
We pray for leaders in every land.  
Kindle compassion and equity in all who are called to administer justice. 
Guide all in positions of power away from the temptations of abuse  
and toward work for the common good. 
We give thanks for those who have died in the faith. 
Teach us by their example and comfort us as we mourn. 
Renew us by the promise of life together with you. 
 

God of all good gifts, 
thank you for setting a table of welcome for everyone; 
for making room whether we are faithful or faithless or failures. 
Make us true servants of yours for the sake of the world. 
Teach us to love as you love for the sake of the world. 
In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
Offering 

Please place your offering in one of the plates as you leave the sanctuary following worship; or go to 
www.ascension- columbus.org. 

 
 

Special Music – Chancel Choir     Selections from “In Calvary's Shadow” 
Go to Dark Gethsemane . . . . . .R. Redhead/arr. V. C. Johnson 
 

Thy Will Be Done . . . . . . . . . . V. C. Johnson 
 

'Tis Midnight . . . . . . . . . . . . . .W. B. Tappan/arr. V. C. Johnson 
 



 

 

X Meal X 
+Holy Communion  

P:  Blessed are you, O living God, 
sovereign of time and space. 
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 
Your word leads us across the sea to freedom, 
and you have carried us together to these holy Three Days. 

 Blessed be God forever! 
       C:  Blessed be God forever! 
 

       P: Blessed are you, O living God, 
for your glory revealed in Jesus Christ. 
He is our Servant, who washes our feet with love. 
He is our Lamb, whose blood takes away our sin. 
He is our Host at this meal, offering us the cup of salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed . . . 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Blessed be God forever! 
       C:  Blessed be God forever! 
 

P: Blessed are you, O living God, 
for the gift of your loving Spirit. 
Fill this meal with the life of your Son. 
Make us servants of one another and of everyone in need. 
Bring us with all your people to the joy of the resurrection. 
Blessed be God forever! 

C:  Blessed be God forever! 
 

+Lord’s Prayer  
 

P:   Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 



 

 

 
+Invitation to Communion  
 

P:   Friends, this is the Table of the Lord. 
From the night of his arrest through succeeding generations, 
Jesus’ disciples have continued to come to the Lord’s Table for this holy meal. 
As he did that night in Jerusalem, 
so ever since in all times and places, 
Christ meets us in the bread and wine. 
We are included in this feast, 
whether we are filled with faith or emptied by doubt;  
whether we gather remotely or are here in person; 
we remember the full extent of Christ’s love for us and give thanks. 

 

   Please be seated.   
 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup  
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. Those who 
have not received instruction and desire to do so, please see the pastor.  You are invited to receive the 
elements at this invitation with the words from the pastor: “The body of Christ given for you.  The blood 
of Christ shed for you.”  Those joining us from home may speak these words to one another or to yourself 
as you partake.  
 

Communion Music                          “Lamb of God”     ELW 336 
Soloist sings verses. Congregation sings the refrain only.   

 



 

 

 
Response after Communion  
     P:      When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
     C:      we proclaim the saving death of the Lord, until he comes again in glory. 
 
     P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his 

grace.   
     C: Amen.   
 
Prayer after Communion  

      P:  Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament 
 you strengthen us with the saving power 
 of your suffering, death, and resurrection. 
 May this sacrament of your body and blood 
 so work in us that the fruits of your redemption 
 will show forth in the way we live, 
 for you live and reign with the ☩ Father and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. 

     C:  Amen.   

X Sending X 
 

Stripping of the Altar 
          Singing of Psalm 22  

 
The benediction and postlude are omitted this evening, as the worship continues on Good Friday.  
Please leave in silence.   

+++ 
Serving in Worship _________________________________________________ 
 

Presiding Minister:  Pastor Karen Asmus-Alsnauer  
Assisting Minister:  Sandy Baker  
Organist and Chancel Choir Director:  Dr. Ed Duling  
Soloists:  Cindy Hiscox, Bill Alsnauer  
Altar Guild:  Jan Dahlstrom, Brenda Noe, Barb Summers, Pam Kratzer 
Ushers: Alan Dahlstrom, Mike Fitak  
Tech Crew:  Oscar Kamazima, Danny Aguiar, Joel Kratzer 
 
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS006215. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission.



 

 

Stripping of the Altar _________________________________________________ 
 
1. Wash basin, pitcher, & towels - signifying the washing of the disciples feet 
              Debbie & Eric 
     

2. Communion Veil - the large white linen used to cover all the communion vessels 
 and elements            Deb 
 

3. Communion trays - vessels which hold the individual cups of communion wine  
             Carol 
 

4. The Chalice - the large cup which holds the communion wine 
    The Paten - the tray which holds the communion bread or wafers  
              Peggy 
 

5. The Host box - a round sliver container which holds extra communion wafers  
    The Purificator - a white linen napkin used to wipe the chalice after each use 
             Sandy 
 

6. Missal Stand & Altar book - the stand which holds the large service book for the 
 presiding minister      Jan & Alan 
 

7. Corporal - the white linen on which rests under all the communion elements and 
 supplies          
     Protector linen - a white linen pad which protects the Fair Linen and the altar  from 
 spills and stains        Pam 
 

8.  The epistle candle - It is called this to indicate the right side of the sanctuary  
     The gospel candle -It is called this to indicate the left side of the sanctuary  
             Alan/Jan & Joel/Pam 
 

9.   The Paraments - the cloth hangings which adorn the altar with the seasonal 
 liturgical colors  
 
10. The driftwood cross Lenten drape    Deb 
 

11. The Fair Linen - also called the cerecloth is the first linen placed on the bare altar 
             Carol & Peggy 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Stations of the Cross, also called Way of the Cross, is a series of 14 pictures or carvings 
portraying the events in the Passion of Christ, from his condemnation by Pontius 
Pilate to his entombment.  The series of stations is as follows:  
 
(1) Jesus is condemned to death,  
(2) he is made to bear his cross,  
(3) he falls the first time,  
(4) he meets his mother,  
(5) Simon of Cyrene is made to bear the cross,  
(6) Veronica wipes Jesus’ face,  
(7) he falls the second time,  
(8) the women of Jerusalem weep over Jesus,  
(9) he falls the third time,  
(10) he is stripped of his garments,  
(11) he is nailed to the cross,  
(12) he dies on the cross,  
(13) he is taken down from the cross, and  
(14) he is placed in the sepulchre 
 
Our stations of the cross wall-hangings were made by former member, Nancy Wilke.  
 

To walk the way of the cross in our sanctuary, start at the front of the sanctuary’s east 
wall and proceed north to back of church. Resume on the west wall and proceed south to 
the organ.        
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK, April 10 – April 17, 2022 
Holy Week is the time we remember Jesus’ last week on earth, beginning with Jesus’ entry to 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and ending with Jesus’ resurrection on Easter. This is the heart of 
Lent, the time of Jesus’ movement to the cross where he showed his love is stronger than 
death. And finally after 40 days we rejoice in the glorious new dawn of Easter. Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

§ Palm/Passion Sunday, April 10, 2022, 10:00 am  
On Palm Sunday we remember Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, the city where five days later 
he was crucified. People lined the way, waving palm branches and shouting, “Blessed is 
the King who comes in the name of the Lord! We will participate in a dramatic reading of 
the story of Jesus’ final days, which will lead us into this holy week.  Congregational Palm 
Sunday Procession will begin our worship outside by the ‘front doors’ weather permitting,  
 

§ Maundy Thursday, April 14, 2022, 7:00 pm  
On Maundy Thursday we remember Jesus’ last meal with his disciples. At this meal Jesus 
washed the feet of his dearest friends to show them that the life of his followers was one 
of humble service. Then he shared bread and wine, telling them this was his body and 
blood, given for forgiveness of sins.  The worship concludes with the stripping of the altar 
in preparation for Good Friday.    
 

• Good Friday, April 15, 2022, 7:00 pm  
On Good Friday we remember the day that Jesus was arrested, condemned to death, 
and died on the cross. We gather in the growing darkness and we hear the passion story 
according to John.   We come before the foot of the cross and light candles to wonder 
at the depth of Jesus’ love.   
 

EASTER, April 16 and April 17, 2022 
 

• Children’s Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 16, 2022, 1:00pm  
On Saturday, Easter Eve, children from the congregation and the community will join 
together for an Easter Egg Hunt!   Ages 0 – 12 are welcome to join.   
 

• Easter Morning Festival Worship, 10:00 am   
On Easter Day we celebrate the risen Jesus! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The entire congregation comes together to celebrate all the glory of Easter with flowers, 
trumpets, choir and instrumental music, the story of Jesus’ resurrection and promise of 
new life for us all, and lots of shouting to show the joy we feel in our hearts!  Alleluia!   

Join us for  

Holy Week and Easter  
 

 

All worships will be in the sanctuary 
and FB Live.  
https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheran
Church 


