Fifth Sunday after Easter
Music Appreciation Sunday
Holy Communion and Holy Baptism

May 15, 2022
10:00 a.m.
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
1479 Morse Road + Columbus, OH 43229

A few notes about worship:
Ascension strives to be a welcoming and safe place for all. Here are the COVID-19 protocols in
place:
o The Church Council meets monthly, and if transmission rate remains low, we will
continue to lift our Covid protocols.
o The transmission risk for our area is “low”, and rising. You can find the current level at:
https://covidactnow.org/us/metro/columbus_oh/?s=26541558
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/current-trends
o Masks are recommended, but not required. Please respect the need of others who choose
to use a mask. People may choose to mask at any time. People with symptoms, a positive
test, or exposure to someone with COVID-19, following an immediate quarantine period,
should wear a mask. If you are immunocompromised, learn more about how to protect
yourself.
o Please respect others in their need for physical distance. In general, try not to sit directly
in front of or behind other worshipers. Please sit only in the pews where the cushions are
in the down position.
o Disposable masks are available on the table as you enter the building or on the table at the
rear of the sanctuary.
o We will not be passing the offering plates; plates are available on the table as you arrive
or leave the sanctuary.
o Please pick up communion elements as you arrive. Gluten-free wafers are available in a
separate plastic bag. You will be directed as to the appropriate time to receive. Empty
cups should be placed in the trash receptacle as you leave.
o Furnace filters have been replaced in order to reduce the viral particles in the air.
Occasionally, exterior doors may be cracked open to maximize the circulation of fresh air.

1479 Morse Rd., Columbus, OH 43229
Phone: (614) 262-7389. Email: ascluth@gmail.com
www.ascension-columbus.org
Please like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurch
Bold print indicates Congregation.
ELW – indicates Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal – which is in your pew.
ACS – indicates All Creation Sings
W&P – indicates Worship & Praise
Please rise as you are able at the titles marked with a plus sign - +.
At places where the cross ☩ appears, it is customary to make the sign of the cross in
remembrance of your baptism.

Introduction
Fifth Sunday after Easter
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is
making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today
Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love.

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
This morning at worship Ryan Herman Ntuku, son of Herman Letare Ntuku and Sandra
Phocas Laswai, is being baptized. He was born on July 31st, 2021. His godfather/sponsor
is Devis Deogratius Raphael, who resides in Tanzania. Ryan’s parents will speak the
words for the sponsor on his behalf.

Music Appreciation Sunday 2021-2022 Season
We give thanks to all those who serve in the music
ministry of this congregation, sharing their gifts and
bringing the gospel to all those who gather.
Glory to God!
CWS Band:
Director and Bass: Tom Martin
Drums: Danny Aguiar
Guitar: Von Smith
Piano: Chris Young
Chancel Choir:
Director: Dr. Ed Duling
Sopranos: Brenda Noe, Cindy Hiscox, Pam Kratzer
Altos: Madge Fitak, Carol Silness, Barbara Summers,
Amanda Wiesehan
Tenors: Steven Boring, Allan Hiscox, Curt Skarloken
Bass: Joe Riggs (also lead vocalist for the Band)

O God of majesty, whom saints
and angels delight to worship:
Pour out your Spirit on your
servants who, with the gifts of
music, enliven our praises and
proclaim your word with power.
Through this ministry give us new
awareness of your beauty and
grace, and join our voices with all
the choirs of heaven, both now and
forever; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

men

Ascending Tones Bell Choir:
Director: Jan Dahlstrom
Ringers: Ed Duling, Martha Gostely, Sandy Huss, Pam Kratzer, Jared Leonard, Myron
Miller, Brenda Noe, Joe Riggs, Carol Silness, Barbara Summers, Deb Sweet, and Amanda
Wiesehan.

X Gathering X
Following the call of God’s Spirit, the community of faith gathers to worship the risen Lord.

Prelude

Variations on the Hymn Tune ENGELBERG ~by C. V. Stanford/arr. A . C. Lovelace

+Gathering Hymn:

“When In Our Music God is Glorified”

ELW 581

+Greeting
P:
C:
P:
C:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, ☩ and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

+Gloria Patri

Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines

ACS 1087

+Prayer of the Day
P:

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing.
Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by
your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.

C:

Welcome
X Word X
The Word of God comes alive for the gathered community as God speaks to us in
scriptures read, sung, and preached.

First Lesson
A:
1I

New heaven, new earth: springs of living water in the new Jerusalem Revelation 21:1-6

A reading from Revelation.

saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
4he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then
he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”
A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 148
1

Spoken, alternating assisting minister/congregation

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2
Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3
Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
4
Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
6
who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7
Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8
fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9
mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10
wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
11
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12
young men and maidens,
old and young together. R
13
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14
The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

+Gospel Acclamation - verse 1

“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia!”

ELW 364

+Holy Gospel

Jesus gives a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you John 13:31-35

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
31When

he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God
has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him
in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am
going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Sermon

+Hymn of the Day

“Every Morning is Easter Morning

X Sacrament of Holy Baptism X
RYAN HERMAN NTUKU

Presentation
P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission
for the life of the world.
Sponsors for the candidate present the candidate.

[Sponsors]: We present Ryan Herman Ntuku for baptism.
P: Herman and Sandra, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of
God, do you desire to have your son baptized into Christ?
[Parents]: I do.
P: As you bring your son to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities: to live with him among God's faithful people, bring him to the word
of God and the holy supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments, place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and
prayer, so that your son may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and
deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Ryan grow in the Christian faith and life?
[Parents]: I do.
P: And as you speak on behalf of Devis, do you promise to nurture Ryan in the Christian
faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him to live in the covenant of
baptism and in communion with the church?
[Sponsors]: I do.
P: People of God, do you promise to support Ryan and pray for him in his new life in
Christ?
C: We do.
The congregation stands and joins in the Profession of Faith.

Profession Of Faith
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world
that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
C: I renounce them.
P: Do you believe in God the Father?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at the Font
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the
everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth.
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud and
rain, for dew and snow. Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in
you. You are the fountain of resurrection.
Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood; Hagar
discovers your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your
gushing rock. Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be
thirsty again.
At this font, holy God, we pray: Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word
that saves us in this water. Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all
creation. Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within
us, and drown the evil around us.
Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Baptism
The congregation may be seated.

P: Ryan, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy.
P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your son Ryan new birth, cleanse him from sin, and raise him to eternal life.
Sustain Ryan with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
C: Amen.

The pastor marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. As the sign of the cross is made, the
pastor says:

P: Ryan, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever.
C: Amen.

Welcome
A lighted candle is given to a sponsor/parent of the newly baptized as the assisting minister says:

A: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.
The pastor, assisting minister, and baptismal group face the assembly.

A: Let us welcome the newly baptized.
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to
all the world.

+Baptismal Hymn (vv. 1 & 3)

“Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”

ELW 445

+Prayers of Intercession
A: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for
the church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

A: Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or
desires, as the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in
those we least expect. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world
around us (local natural areas may be named). Urge us toward more deliberate
care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the
people who need their attention most, and turn them from the temptation
to hoard wealth or power. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress (especially). As
Christ enters our deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing despair
and great need. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By
your love heal us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our
churches and communities. Let everyone know your goodness by the love
we show one another. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach
us the value of each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared
identity as your children, kindred of Christ. God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

+Sharing of Christ’s Peace
P: The peace of the risen Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share with one another Christ’s peace, and then be seated.

Offering

Please place your offering in one of the plates as you leave the sanctuary following worship; or go to
www.ascension- columbus.org.

Offering Music

Joyeux

~by Thomas Shellenberger

+Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray.
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

X Meal X
We lift our hearts with praise and thanksgiving as the table is set, and we receive the bread and wine—the
humble meal through which we are fed by the presence of Jesus the Christ and united as the body of Christ in the
world.
Please rise.

+Thanksgiving at the Table
P: Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying,
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, ☩ with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.

+Lord’s Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

+Invitation to Communion
P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty,
come.
Please be seated.

Sharing of the Bread and Cup

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion. Those who
have not received instruction and desire to do so, please see the pastor. You are invited to receive the
elements at this invitation with the words from the pastor: “The body of Christ given for you. The blood
of Christ shed for you.” Those joining us from home may speak these words to one another or to yourself
as you partake.

+Communion Music

“As the Grains of Wheat”

WOV 705

+ Blessing at the Table
P:
C:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

+Prayer after Communion
A:

C:

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Ministry Announcements

X Sending X
We receive the blessing of God and leave in peace, sent out to live the way of Jesus for the sake of the world God loves.

+Benediction
P:

C:

God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

+Sending Song

“Earth and All Stars”

ELW 731

+Dismissal
A: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A: Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Postlude in C

~by C. W. Kern*

+++
Serving in Worship _________________________________________________
Presiding Minister: Pastor Karen Asmus-Alsnauer
Assisting Minister: Deb Sweet
Organist and Chancel Choir Director: Dr. Ed Duling
CWS Band: Tom Martin (Director and bass), Danny Aguiar (drums), Von Smith (guitar),
Chris Young (piano).
Ascending Tones Bell Choir: Jan Dahlstrom, Director
Altar Guild: Jan Dahlstrom, Brenda Noe, Peggy Dlusky, Pam Kratzer,
Ushers: Alan Dahlstrom, Mike Fitak
Tech Crew: Oscar Kamazima, Danny Aguiar, Joel Kratzer
Librarians: Celeste Schnabel, Martha Gostely

+++
Musical Notations: (postlude)

*Carl Wilhelm Kern ended up in St. Louis during most of his life, but he also taught in the Ohio cities of
Dennison and Springfield in the early part of the 20th century. This and many of his other pieces were
published in the Presser Publishing Company's monthly Etude Magazine.

We are a Christ-centered community
and “our mission is to welcome all people in learning, living,
and sharing God’s grace.”
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