
	

 

	

Fifth	Sunday	after	Epiphany	
Service	of	the	Word		

“Discernment	and	Empowerment	of	Gifts”	
	
God’s Imperfect People 

“Go in peace, share the good news.” Week after week Christians gather together, hear 
the word proclaimed, share a meal, and are sent out to bear the good news of God in 
Christ Jesus to a hungry, needy world. Inside though, we wonder why God has 
entrusted such an important mission to people like us. 

God’s prophets and apostles carried the same anxieties. Isaiah declares, “I am a man of 
unclean lips.” Paul asserts, “I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God.” Peter responds to Jesus’ miracle of plenty by 
saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” Yet, without question, God 
used these flawed and fragile human beings to proclaim God’s mercy and love. 
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A few notes about worship:  

Ascension	strives	to	be	a	welcoming	and	safe	place	for	all.	Here	are	the	COVID-19	
protocols	in	place:		

o When	the	transmission	risk	for	our	area	is	“moderate”	to	“severe”	we	will	require	
masks	in	worship	while	indoors.	When	the	risk	is	“low”	we	will	either	request	that	
masks	be	worn,	or	masks	will	become	optional.	In	either	case,	we	will	clearly	
communicate	the	expectations.		Our	current	risk	level	is	“severe.”		You	can	find	the	
current	level	at:	

https://covidactnow.org/us/metro/columbus_oh/?s=26541558	
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/current-
trends	

o Please	respect	others	in	their	need	for	physical	distance.	In	general,	try	not	to	sit	
directly	in	front	of	or	behind	other	worshipers.		Please	sit	only	in	the	pews	where	
the	cushions	are	in	the	down	position.			

o Wearing	a	face	mask	in	public	helps	prevent	the	spread	of	COVID-19	—	but	only	if	
worn	properly,	covering	both	your	nose	and	mouth.		

o The	pastor	and	other	worship	leaders	will	at	times	remove	their	masks	when	they	
are	in	the	chancel	area	or	at	the	pulpit/lectern.		

o Disposable	masks	are	available	on	the	table	as	you	enter	the	building	or	on	the	table	
at	the	rear	of	the	sanctuary.		Hand	sanitizer	is	also	available.			

o We	will	not	be	passing	the	offering	plates;	plates	are	available	on	the	table	as	you	
arrive	or	leave	the	sanctuary.			

o Please	pick	up	communion	elements	as	you	arrive.		Gluten-free	wafers	are	available	
in	a	separate	plastic	bag.		You	will	be	directed	as	to	the	appropriate	time	to	receive.		
Empty	cups	should	be	placed	in	the	trash	receptacle	as	you	leave.			

o Furnace	filters	have	been	replaced	in	order	to	reduce	the	viral	particles	in	the	air.		
Occasionally,	exterior	doors	may	be	cracked	open	to	maximize	the	circulation	of	
fresh	air.			

	

	

 

 
Ascension Lutheran Church  

1479 Morse Rd., Columbus, OH 43229  
Phone: (614) 262-7389.  Email: ascluth@gmail.com 

www.ascension-columbus.org 
Please	like	us	on	Facebook:		https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurch	
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Bold	print	indicates	Congregation.		
ELW	–		indicates	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship	hymnal	–	which	is	in	your	pew.			
W&P	–	indicates	Worship	&	Praise		
Please	rise	as	you	are	able	at	the	titles	marked	with	a	plus	sign	-	+.			
At	places	where	the	cross		☩	appears,	it	is	customary	to	make	the	sign	of	the	cross	in	remembrance	of	
your	baptism.		

	
	

The “Isaiah 6” window St. Matthew's Lutheran 
Church in Charleston, SC.  (today’s first reading) 

	
GATHERING 
 	
PRELUDE       Chime	Prelude	and	Hymn	of	Praise																 ~	J.	A.	Patterson/E.J.	Lorenz	
 
WELCOME 
 
+GREETING 
 

The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	love	of	God,	☩	and	the	communion	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	be	with	you	all.			
And	also	with	you.			

 
+OPENING HYMN “Holy,	Holy,	Holy,	Lord	God	Almighty!”	 							ELW	413	
	
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
	

Most	holy	God,	the	earth	is	filled	with	your	glory,	and	before	you	angels	and	saints	
stand	in	awe.	Enlarge	our	vision	to	see	your	power	at	work	in	the	world,	and	by	your	
grace	make	us	heralds	of	your	Son,	Jesus	Christ,	our	Savior	and	Lord.	
Amen.	
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WORD 
 

 

FIRST  READING – ISAIAH 6:1-8       Isaiah	says,	Here	am	I;	send	me	

A	reading	from	Isaiah.			
1In	the	year	that	King	Uzziah	died,	I	saw	
the	Lord	sitting	on	a	throne,	high	and	
lofty;	and	the	hem	of	his	robe	filled	the	
temple.	2Seraphs	were	in	attendance	
above	him;	each	had	six	wings:	with	two	
they	covered	their	faces,	and	with	two	
they	covered	their	feet,	and	with	two	they	
flew.	3And	one	called	to	another	and	said:		
	 “Holy,	holy,	holy	is	the	LORD	of	hosts;	
	 the	whole	earth	is	full	of	his	glory.”	
4The	pivots	on	the	thresholds	shook	at	the	
voices	of	those	who	called,	and	the	house	
filled	with	smoke.	5And	I	said:	“Woe	is	me!	
I	am	lost,	for	I	am	a	man	of	unclean	lips,	
and	I	live	among	a	people	of	unclean	lips;	

yet	my	eyes	have	seen	the	King,	the	LORD	
of	hosts!”	
	 	6Then	one	of	the	seraphs	flew	to	me,	
holding	a	live	coal	that	had	been	taken	
from	the	altar	with	a	pair	of	tongs.	7The	
seraph	touched	my	mouth	with	it	and	
said:	“Now	that	this	has	touched	your	lips,	
your	guilt	has	departed	and	your	sin	is	
blotted	out.”	8Then	I	heard	the	voice	of	
the	Lord	saying,	“Whom	shall	I	send,	and	
who	will	go	for	us?”	And	I	said,	“Here	am	
I;	send	me!”	
	
After	the	reading:			
Word	of	God,	word	of	life.			
Thanks	be	to	God.		

	
SECOND  READING – 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11       I	am	the	least	of	the	apostles	
	

A	reading	from	1st	Corinthians.			
1Now	I	would	remind	you,	brothers	and	
sisters,	of	the	good	news	that	I	
proclaimed	to	you,	which	you	in	turn	
received,	in	which	also	you	stand,	
2through	which	also	you	are	being	saved,	
if	you	hold	firmly	to	the	message	that	I	
proclaimed	to	you—unless	you	have	
come	to	believe	in	vain.	
	 	3For	I	handed	on	to	you	as	of	first	
importance	what	I	in	turn	had	received:	
that	Christ	died	for	our	sins	in	accordance	
with	the	scriptures,	4and	that	he	was	
buried,	and	that	he	was	raised	on	the	
third	day	in	accordance	with	the	
scriptures,	5and	that	he	appeared	to	
Cephas,	then	to	the	twelve.	6Then	he	
appeared	to	more	than	five	hundred	

brothers	and	sisters	at	one	time,	most	of	
whom	are	still	alive,	though	some	have	
died.	7Then	he	appeared	to	James,	then	to	
all	the	apostles.	8Last	of	all,	as	to	one	
untimely	born,	he	appeared	also	to	me.	
9For	I	am	the	least	of	the	apostles,	unfit	to	
be	called	an	apostle,	because	I	persecuted	
the	church	of	God.	10But	by	the	grace	of	
God	I	am	what	I	am,	and	his	grace	toward	
me	has	not	been	in	vain.	On	the	contrary,	I	
worked	harder	than	any	of	them—though	
it	was	not	I,	but	the	grace	of	God	that	is	
with	me.	11Whether	then	it	was	I	or	they,	
so	we	proclaim	and	so	you	have	come	to	
believe.	
     After	the	reading:		 
Word	of	God,	word	of	life.			
Thanks	be	to	God.		
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MEDITATION     “Jesus	Calls	Us”		 	 	 ~Alexander/W.	H.	Jude	
 
GOSPEL READING – Luke 5:1-11    Jesus calls the disciples to fish for people  

       

1Once	while	Jesus	was	standing	beside	the	
lake	of	Gennesaret,	and	the	crowd	was	
pressing	in	on	him	to	hear	the	word	of	God,	
2he	saw	two	boats	there	at	the	shore	of	the	
lake;	the	fishermen	had	gone	out	of	them	
and	were	washing	their	nets.	3He	got	into	
one	of	the	boats,	the	one	belonging	to	
Simon,	and	asked	him	to	put	out	a	little	way	
from	the	shore.	Then	he	sat	down	and	
taught	the	crowds	from	the	boat.	4When	he	
had	finished	speaking,	he	said	to	Simon,	
“Put	out	into	the	deep	water	and	let	down	
your	nets	for	a	catch.”	5Simon	answered,	
“Master,	we	have	worked	all	night	long	but	
have	caught	nothing.	Yet	if	you	say	so,	I	will	
let	down	the	nets.”	6When	they	had	done	
this,	they	caught	so	many	fish	that	their	
nets	were	beginning	to	break.	7So	they	

signaled	their	partners	in	the	other	boat	to	
come	and	help	them.	And	they	came	and	
filled	both	boats,	so	that	they	began	to	sink.	
8But	when	Simon	Peter	saw	it,	he	fell	down	
at	Jesus’	knees,	saying,	“Go	away	from	me,	
Lord,	for	I	am	a	sinful	man!”	9For	he	and	all	
who	were	with	him	were	amazed	at	the	
catch	of	fish	that	they	had	taken;	10and	so	
also	were	James	and	John,	sons	of	Zebedee,	
who	were	partners	with	Simon.	Then	Jesus	
said	to	Simon,	“Do	not	be	afraid;	from	now	
on	you	will	be	catching	people.”	11When	
they	had	brought	their	boats	to	shore,	they	
left	everything	and	followed	him.	
	
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON         
 

+HYMN OF THE DAY  “You	Have	Come	Down	to	the	Lakeshore”     ELW	817	
 
 
 
 

 



	

6 
 
 

DISCERNMENT AND EMPOWERMENT OF GIFTS  
 

	

P:	Dear	friends:	United	with	all	the	baptized	in	the	one	body	of	Christ,	anointed	with	the	
gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	we	are	engaged	in	God’s	mission.	We	are	called	to	that	mission	in	
our	individual	daily	lives	and	in	the	ministry	we	share	as	God’s	people,	the	church.	For	
the	sake	of	the	world,	God	equips	the	church	with	a	rich	variety	of	gifts.	Some	are	given	
to	the	whole	body,	some	to	individual	members.	As	we	read	in	Romans	12,	“For	as	in	
one	body	we	have	members,	and	not	all	members	have	the	same	function,	so	we,	who	
are	many,	are	one	body	in	Christ,	and	individually	we	are	members	of	one	another.		We	
have	gifts	that	differ	according	to	the	grace	given	us.”			

	

A:	In	this	time	of	discernment,	prayer,	and	empowerment,	we	call	upon	God	to	reveal	the			
gifts	of	the	Spirit	that	bless	each	of	us	individually	and	all	of	us	together	in	this	
community.		

A:		As	we	name	some	of	these	spiritual	gifts,	let	us	pray	together	and	individually	for	
discernment.	Who	has	these	gifts?	How	will	they	be	made	manifest	in	this	community?		

	

Each	gift	will	be	named	and	described	followed	by	a	brief	silence	
and	then	this	shared	response:	

	

A:	Come	Holy	Spirit,	
C:	reveal	this	gift	among	us.		
	

A:	Prophecy	and	the	discernment	of	spirits:	the	gift	of	will	and	energy	for	reading	
						the	signs	of	the	times,	understanding	group	dynamics,	and	imagining	the	future.		

Silence	followed	by	response.		
	

A:	Service:	the	gift	of	will	and	energy	to	do	hands	on	work.		
Silence	followed	by	response.		

 

A:	Teaching:	the	gift	of	will	and	energy	to	help	others	discover.		
Silence	followed	by	response.		

	

A:	Encouragement	and	exhortation:	the	gift	of	will	and	energy	to	discern	gifts	and	to		
					develop	and	support	others.		

Silence	followed	by	response.		
	

A:	Generosity:	the	gift	of	will	and	energy	to	provide	leadership	in	giving.		
Silence	followed	by	response.		
	

A:	Leadership:	the	gift	of	will	and	energy	to	set	agendas,	cast	visions,	chair	meetings,	and		
						invite	people	to	follow.		

Silence	followed	by	response.	
	

A:	Administration:	the	gift	of	will	and	energy	to	manage	projects	and	participate	in	
planning.		

Silence	followed	by	response.		
	

A:	Mercy:	the	gift	of	will	and	energy	to	be	present	with	others	and	walk	with	them	through	
difficult	times.											

Silence	followed	by	response.		
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P:	God’s	people	develop	and	express	the	gifts	of	the	Spirit	by	committing	to	concrete	
practices.	These	practices	deepen	individual	discipleship;	contribute	to	the	life	of	
congregation;	and	constitute	God’s	mission	in	and	for	the	world.	Jesus	says,	“everyone	
who	hears	these	words	of	mine	and	acts	on	them	will	be	like	the	wise	who	build	their	
houses	on	rock.”	The	Apostle	Paul	writes,	“for	it	is	not	the	hearers	of	God’s	instruction	
who	are	righteous	in	God’s	sight,	but	the	doers	of	God’s	instruction	who	show	their	
justification.”	The	Apostle	James	writes,	“But	be	doers	of	the	word,	and	not	merely	
hearers	who	deceive	themselves	...	those	who	look	into	the	perfect	law,	the	law	of	
liberty,	and	persevere,	being	not	hearers	who	forget	but	doers	who	act—they	will	be	
blessed	in	their	doing.”		

A:	In	this	time	of	discernment,	prayer,	and	empowerment,	we	call	upon	God	to	show	us	
how	to	be	doers	of	the	word	and	not	merely	hearers	of	it.		

	

A:	As	we	name	some	of	these	spiritual	practices,	let	us	pray	together	and	individually	for	
discernment.	How	can	we	strengthen	our	practices?	How	can	we	support	each	other	in	
these	lived	expressions	of	our	faith?		

	

Each	practice	will	be	named	and	described	followed	by	a	brief	silence		
and	then	this	shared	response.	

	

A:	Come	Holy	Spirit,	 	
C:		strengthen	this	practice	among	us.		
	
	

A:	Hospitality:	trusting	God’s	love	and	moving	toward	the	stranger	so	that	everyone	feels	
welcomed.		

Silence	followed	by	response.		
	

A:	Personal	economics:	trusting	God’s	abundance	and	living	simply	without	surplus.		
Silence	followed	by	response.		

A:	Discernment:	trusting	God’s	sufficiency	and	sticking	with	plans	I’ve	made	with	no	fear	
of	missing	out.		

Silence	followed	by	response.		
	

A:	Keeping	sabbath:	trusting	God’s	control	and	intentionally	resting	and	enjoying	the	
relationships	and	life	I’ve	been	given.	
							Silence	followed	by	response.		

	

A:	Giving	testimony:	trusting	God’s	Word	and	speaking	truthfully	about	what	I’ve	
experienced	and	what	it	means	to	me.	
		 Silence	followed	by	response.		

	

A:	Creating	and	Sustaining	Community:	trusting	God’s	Spirit	and	making	sure	all	members	
of	the	body	are	heard	and	honored.	
		 Silence	followed	by	response.		

	



	

8 
 
 

A:	Forgiveness:	trusting	God’s	mercy	and	making	it	possible	to	move	forward	from	
brokenness.		

		 Silence	followed	by	response.		
	

A:	Merciful	presence:	trusting	God’s	healing	and	being	present	and	quiet	with	others.		
		 Silence	followed	by	response.	
	

A:	Dying	well:	trusting	God’s	resurrection	and	facing	death	and	loss	with	honesty,	lament,	
grief,	and	hope.		

		 Silence	followed	by	response.		
	

A:	Singing:	trusting	God’s	voice	and	shedding	self-consciousness	in	order	to	join	all	
creation	in	praise.		

		 Silence	followed	by	response.		
	

A:	Caring	for	creation:	trusting	God’s	design	and	extending	the	Golden	Rule	to	all	living	
things.		

		 Silence	followed	by	response.		
	

A:	Prayer:	trusting	God’s	listening	and	speaking	boldly	to	God	our	needs,	our	thanks,	and	
our	wonder.		

		 Silence	followed	by	response.		
	
	
	

A:	Let	us	pray.	
We	give	you	thanks,	O	God,	for	all	who	respond	to	the	call	to	serve	in	your	name.	Give	
them	joy	and	fulfillment,	care	and	guidance	in	their	tasks.	Guard	us	from	the	fears	that	
keep	us	from	offering	our	gifts;	nurture	in	us	the	trust	to	share	with	abandon.	Guard	us	
from	the	pride	that	tempts	us	to	wait	to	be	noticed;	nurture	in	us	the	humility	to	step	
forward	in	answer	to	your	call.	
Help	us	all	to	give	willingly	and	to	receive	thankfully	the	gifts	of	ministry,	that	your	
name	may	be	glorified,	your	people	live	in	peace,	and	your	will	be	done;	through	Jesus	
Christ,	our	Savior	and	Lord.		

C:	Amen.		
	

P:	My	dear	friends	in	Christ,	both	your	work	and	your	rest	are	in	God.	Will	you	endeavor	to	
pattern	your	life	on	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	in	gratitude	to	God	and	in	service	to	others,	
as	you	resolve	to	share	your	gifts	and	strengthen	your	practices	of	discipleship	in	this	
time	and	place?		

C:	I	will,	and	I	ask	God	to	help	me.	
	

P:	People	of	God,	I	ask	you:	Will	you	support	the	fellow	members	of	this	community	in	
their	service,	and	will	you	share	in	the	mutual	ministry	that	Christ	has	given	to	all	who	
are	baptized?		

C:	We	will,	and	we	ask	God	to	help	us.		
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	poured	out	upon	us	in	abundance;	so	we	are	bold	to	pray	for	the	
church,	the	world,	and	all	that	God	has	made.	
	 A	brief	silence.	
	
Equip	your	church	to	proclaim	the	good	news	that	we	have	first	received:	the	forgiveness	
and	grace	shown	to	us	through	Jesus	Christ.	Send	us	out	as	apostles,	sharing	the	hope	of	
your	salvation	with	a	waiting	world.	God	of	grace,	
hear	our	prayer.			
	
Holy	are	you,	O	God	of	hosts.	Heaven	and	earth	are	filled	with	your	glory.	Reveal	your	
splendor	in	fiery	sunsets	and	in	deep	blue	twilights.	Teach	us	to	recognize	you	in	the	
beauty	of	our	natural	world.	God	of	grace,	
hear	our	prayer.			
	
Soften	the	hearts	of	rulers	and	governments	that	they	perceive	and	tend	to	the	needs	of	
their	people.	Remove	corruption	and	the	impulse	toward	violence.	Protect	first	
responders	and	military	personnel	who	risk	their	lives	in	service	of	others.	God	of	grace,	
hear	our	prayer.			
	
Your	steadfast	love	endures	forever;	do	not	abandon	those	who	look	to	you	for	hope	and	
healing.	Bless	doctors,	nurses,	social	workers,	therapists,	and	all	caregivers.	Draw	near	to	
those	who	are	scared,	sick,	or	in	pain	(especially……..).	God	of	grace,	
hear	our	prayer.			
	
The	disciples	received	help	from	partners	as	they	brought	in	an	abundant	catch	of	fish.	So	
strengthen	this	congregation’s	partnerships	with	community	organizations	and	ministries	
(especially).	Multiply	our	shared	efforts	and	bring	joy	to	our	relationships.	God	of	grace,	
hear	our	prayer.			
	
We	give	thanks	for	our	ancestors	in	faith	who	boldly	answered	your	call.	By	their	example	
give	us	courage	to	live	in	faith	and	to	proclaim	your	mercy	until	the	day	that	you	gather	us	
into	your	glory.	God	of	grace,	
hear	our	prayer.			
	
Since	we	have	such	great	hope	in	your	promises,	O	God,	we	lift	these	and	all	of	our	prayers	
to	you	in	confidence	and	faith;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Savior.						
Amen.	
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FELLOWSHIP AND PEACE SHARING  
	 The	peace	of	the	Lord	be	with	you	always.	
	 And	also	with	you.			
	
Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace (please maintain physical distancing); and in your 
homes and on the Facebook worship thread for those who join in worship virtually.   
 
 

OFFERING 
Please place your offering in one of the plates as you leave the sanctuary following worship; or go to 

www.ascension- columbus.org. 
 

OFFERING MUSIC        	 “Here	I	Am,	Lord”		 	 	 ELW	574	
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
We	praise	you,	O	God,	for	your	creating,	liberating,	and	life-giving	Word!	You	set	the	
foundations	of	the	world,	you	lead	your	people	into	freedom,	you	lift	up	the	lowly,	and	fill	
the	hungry	with	good	things.	Our	hearts	sing	of	your	mercy	and	might!	Send	us	forth	in	the	
power	of	your	Spirit,	that	our	lives	may	witness	to	your	glory;	through	Jesus	Christ,	our	
Savior	and	Lord.	
Amen.	
	
+LORD’S PRAYER	
 Gathered	into	one	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	let	us	pray	as	Jesus	taught	us.	

Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven,	
hallowed	be	thy	name,	

thy	kingdom	come,	thy	will	be	done,	
on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	

Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	
and	forgive	us	our	trespasses,	

as	we	forgive	those	
who	trespass	against	us;	

and	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	
but	deliver	us	from	evil.	

For	thine	is	the	kingdom,	
and	the	power,	and	the	glory,	
forever	and	ever.	Amen.	
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SENDING 
 
 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

BLESSING 
 God,	who	leads	you	in	pathways	of	righteousness,	
	 who	rejoices	over	you,	
	 and	who	calls	you	by	name,	
 ☩	bless	your	going	out	and	your	coming	in,	
	 today	and	forever.				Amen.	
 

+SENDING HYMN  “Will	You	Come	and	Follow	Me”	 	 ELW	798	
 

+DISMISSAL 
 Go	with	Christ	into	a	weary	world.	
	 Share	the	good	news.	
	 Thanks	be	to	God.	
 
POSTLUDE  Jesus	is	a	Rock	in	a	Weary	Land								 	 Spiritual/arr.	R.	R.	Peery           
        
  
 
    	
SERVING IN WORSHIP: _____________________________________________ 
Presiding	Minister:		Pastor	Karen	Asmus-Alsnauer		
Assisting	Minister:	Joe	Riggs	
Organist:		Dr.	Ed	Duling		
CWS	Band:		Tom	Martin	(Director	and	bass),	Danny	Aguiar	(drums),	Von	Smith	(guitar),	
Chris	Young	(piano).			
Ascending	Tones	Bell	Choir:		Jan	Dahlstrom,	Director		
Altar	Guild:	Brenda	Noe,	Barb	Summers,	Jan	Dahlstrom,	Pam	Kratzer	
Ushers:	Alan	Dahlstrom,	Mike	Fitak		
Tech	Crew:		Oscar	Kamazima		
Librarians:	Celeste	Schnabel,	Martha	Gostely		
	

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26215.  

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  


